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mittee of Supply, to consider the Estimates of
revenue znd expenditure for the financial year
1895.96,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that, as hon. members appeared io desire an
adjournment at that hour, he moved that pro-
gress be reported and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and pussed.

FProgrees reported, and leave given to sit
again.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tee PREMIRER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) moved
that the House at its rising do adjourn until
Tburaday, 15th August.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 10.4 o’clock p.u.

Tegislntive Aassembly,

Thursday, 15th Angust, 1895,

Report upon stovaye of explosives— Railway and
Theatre Kefreshwent Rooms Licensing Pl ; in
commitiee—Duties on  Estates of Deceased
Pevsons Bill; in commiltec--Goldfields Bilf ;
vt comnittee—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o’clock p.m.
PRAYERS,

REPORT UPON STORAGE OF EXPLOBIVES,

Mgr. LEAKE, in accordance with police,
asked the Premier whether any report had
been received from the expert recently
appointed to ingnire into the iraportation, use,
and storuge of explosives, wnd if it was pro-
prsed to present the report to Parliament.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Foirest)
replied that the report was in the hands of
the Government Printer, and wounld shortly be
placed on the table of the House.
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RATLWAY AND 'HEATRE REFRESHMENT
ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Cousideration of Bill in Committee resumed.
Schedules:

Agreed to.

Preamble und title:

Agreed to.

Birl reported, with amendwncents.

DUTIES ON ESTATES OF DECEASED
PERSUNS BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clanges 1, 2, nud 3:

Agreed to.

Clause 4—* Statements to be filed”:

Mz, RANDELL woved, us an amendment,
that the word “ two,” in the first line of Sub-
clause 1, und congequentially in the remainder
of the clause, be struck out, and the word
" threc ™ be inserted in lieu thereof, in ench
instance. He erid the two months allowed in
the clause for the winding up of estates would
be too shovt, aceording to his experience ; and
ulthough the Master had power o extend the
time, it would be better to allow three months
in the first instance, as proposed in his amend-
went.

Turx AITORNEY - GENERAL (L{ou
Burt) aceepted the amendment.

Awmendment put and passed.

Mg, R. F, SHOLL moved, as a further
amendment, that the words “one thousand ™
be inserted after the word “ exceed,” in the
fourth line of the last parvagraph, so as to
read, “does not exceed ome thousand five
bundred pounds,” etc. He said the minimum
exemption of £500 would be too small a sum
to be felt us a relief, in the case of an estate
of £1,000 or £1,500 left to a widow with a
family to educate and maintain. It was not
desirable to levy duty for revenue purposes in

. such cases, whether the amount of the eatate

'

was large or small, and especiuliy when it

" would be barely sufficient for bringing up w

family. The object of the Bill was not to tax
eatates left in such circumstances, but was to
get at large estates wherein the amount of
the tax wounld not be felt. Ly incrensing the
minimum exemption to £1,500, no hardship
would be creatrl, while the object of the Bill
as . revenue measure would be attained.

Tue 1'agmieEr (Fon. Sir J. Forrest) said the
duty was n half per cent only.

Mz. R ¥. SHOLL said the clause would
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operate harshly in many cases where the estate |
wassmall. His amendment would be fair; -
particularly as, Jater onm, there might be an |
smend ment proposed for exempting insurance
policies,

Mg, ILLINGWOQRTH supported the amend-
ment, and said that, having had sowe ex.
perience in the ratter, he knew of an estate in
another colony, valued at about £200, lett to
a family, and the cost of winding it up
amounted to £89. If, under this Bill, an
estate worth £550 were left to a fomily, the
pmount being jusi above the exemption in the
clanse, the costs of winding up might be £50
or £60, wna in such case the tax would be
serious for a fawily. In a large estate tho
coets of winding np did not increase in any-
thing like the same proportion to the wvalue,
as in the case of nsmall estate. Where the
value of no estate barely exceeded the amount
of exemption in the cluuse, considerable hard-
ship might result to the parties intevested.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. dir J. Forrest) sug-
geated that, instead of ruising the exemption
to £1,500, o fair compromise would be to ruise
the exemption to £1,000. Where the total
value of an estate, after deducting all debts,
was over £1,000 and did not exceed £1,500,
the duty would be only u half per cent. on the
excess over the £1,000, and therefore a small
amounnt, if the minimum were to be fixed at
£1,000, z8 he now suggested. If the mover
would accept that saggestion, in lieu of his
amendment, the exemption would be reason-
ahle,

Mg, B. F. BHOLL said half a loaf was
better than no bread, and if the Government .
would not consent to raise the exemption to
£1,500, he muat be content to have it put at
£1,000.

Mr. LEAKE Bsaid the object of the hon,
member for Nnnnire was to reduce as much
as possible the cost of administering small
estates, anud if it would he necessary, es he
thought it would, to file accounts in small
estales, then the cost of doing eo would be
much more in proportion than the cost of
filing accounts in large estntes. He agreed
with the amendment, and said & legacy of
£1,500, if invested at 7 per cent., would not be
muoch for o widow to hve on; therefore such
an amount might reasonably be exempted
from duty, especially as this Bill was not
required for raising an immediate revenue.

Mg, SOLOMON supported the amendment,
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and said n duty on an estate under £1,500 in

Probate Duttes Bill, 680
valne wonld he a great hardship in many
enses,

Ma. WOOD agreed with the Premier’s sog-
gestion that £1,000 would be a fair limic of
exewption. Estates of £1,000in value were
fairly large properties, in this colony.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said that, supposing
an estate was gt in land, andnot in money,
the owners to whow it was left might have to
wortgage it in order to raise money for paying
the duty and the attendant expenses. As to
the latter, if the Master thought a certain
estote wus worth over £1,000, although it
might realise only £500 or £600, he could
demand that a schedule, and all the doeuments
shonld be filed, thereby incurring costs to a
serioua nmount.  Being thus put to expense,
the owners mnight have to mortgage the pro-
perty ns a means of rnising money for paying
the costs thrown upon them by this Bill. It
was not desirable, for revenue purposes, or ns
a matter of State policy, to put the inheritors
of smnll estates to such expense.

Me. LEFROY said he hoped the Government
would he generons, and allow the hon. member
for Gascoyne’s amendment to pass, because he
did not think the principie of the Bill was the
taxing of small cstates. It should also be
remembered that the coat of living in this
colony was somewhat bigher th.n in the
country where the original measure from
which the Bill was drafted had been framed,
and a3 this would be w new departure here, he
did not think the Bill should be made to create
o hardship.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) snid
the expenses referred to by the hon, wmember
Zov Nannine would be the same, whether the
minimum were fixed at £1,000 or £1,500, [t
wag not likely thut the Master would testify
that the statement of an estato was correct
unless satisfied that it wus s0; and, in order
to sntisfy himself, the Master would have to
incur those expenses. A sum of £1,000 might
be regarded as a very small amonnt by some
people, but it was a little fortune to others.
The costs would not be affected by the duty,
except to tho extent of one half por cent. He
did uot wish to press the sugpestion he had
made.

Mg. LOTON said he quite agreed that the
Maater would have to incur expenses in prov-
ing the accuracy of the stutement of an
eatate; but that seemed to him to he the
best argument in fauvor of increasing the
amount before avy duty upon it was levied.
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The costs would hava to be paid whether the
estale were worth £1,000 or £1,500. He
thought that the question as to whether
£1,000 or £1,500 were to be considered large
sums depended upon the circumstances, for
they would be valued less by a person who
was in ¢omfortable circumstances than they
would by a willow, for instance, in ponr eir-
cumstances. He was of the opinion that
£1,500 was a reasonaile sum to fix as the
minimum.

Me. ILLINGWORI'H drew atteniion to the
wording of the elause, which was as foliows : —
* 8o far as the daster shall require, thie sec-
“tion shall not apply to any persons to whom
“are granted probate or letters of administra-
" tion of any estate, the total value of which,
“after deducting therefrom all debts, does
“ not oxceed £500" He therefere asked how
the costs conld apply in an estate of £1,500.
There was more in the amendment than the
Premier thought, and he asked the Govern-
ment to aceept it.

Mg. HASSELL said the Promier had mede
out a good case for the amendment, and he
would therefore vote for if.

Ma. LEAKE said the Premier seemed to he
under the impression that the only saving on
an estate would be the percentage fixed by
the schedule, but that was not correct. The
initial costs of administration were those
objected to. The cost of obtaining adminis-
tration of an estate now was about £5 or £6;
and, under the present law, administration
aceounts were very seldom filed. It was the
filing of those accounts thuat cost the money,
and the Bill enforced their being filed from
the very start.

M=r. MOSS said the value of an estate had
nothing to do with the right of the Master to
call for the accounts to prove the accuracy of
the statement of that estate.

Me. LOTON pointed out that if the sugges-
tion of the hon. member for Nannine would
not save the incurring of heavy costs, it would
lessen the amount of duty payab'e, and so
assist in the payment of the costs.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he hoped the Gov.
ernment wounld agree to the amendment;
failing which, he was prepared to accept the
suggested compromise.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as anfended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 9, inclusive:

Agreed to.

Clause 10— Duties imposed” :
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Agreed to, with consequential nmendments,
made necessary by the amendment to
Clanse 4.

Clause 11—“Tf duties unpaid, Master may
apply to Court fora sale” :

Agveed to, with consequential amendment.

Clauses 12 to 17, inclusive:

Agreed to.

Clause 18— Fees to be paid in certain
cases” :

Agreed to, with consequentinl nmendment.

Clavses 19 to 21, inclusive :

Agreed to.

Clause 22— Duty payable on property
transferred in ¢vasion of the Act ™ ;

Mg, ILLINGWQRTH asked how the clanse
would operate, and what limit of-time waa to
beallowed in which a property conld be trans.
ferred either by gift or by other means, by a
testator hefore his death.

Tae ATTORNEY.GENERAL {(Hon, 85,
Burt) said the Master would have to prove that
the property was transfecred for the purposa of
evading the Act, before he could order the
particular property to form part of the estate
demised.

Me. RANDELL asked also whether there
was o time limit.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL {(Hon. S.
Burt) said Clause 2 of the affidavit contained
in Schedule L, for the verification of the state-
ment of the estate, read as follows:—*That,
“ to the best of my knowledge, information
“and belief, the said deceased did not, within
¢ the space of two years j receding the date of
“ his death, convey, or otherwise dispose of,

**“ For other than adequate valuable considera-

" tion, any real or persoual property of which
“ was seizod or posseased.”

Mg. RANDELL said Clause 6, which the

schedule covered, made no time limit what-
over.
Me. ILLINGWORTH said that was the
point he was mrguing. IF the Attorney-
General would show that the schedule
covered the clause, he would have no objec-
tion.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the section under debate had
worked very well in Victoria for some time
past, and all the cases cited under that Act
did not show that any difficulty had arizen,
No objection was offered to a gift being made,
but it should be the law of the land that ne
person should be allowed to make away with
his property for the purpose of evasion of the
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duty. Hon. memhers could rest assured
that the Master would not exercise the power
given him unless satisfied that *a gift, or an
assignment of property, for instance, had not
heen made in order to evade the law.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said, supposing a
father gave away some property to.day, and
was killed to-morrow, would the Master say
that he gave it away in order to evade the
Act?

Tue ATTORNEY - GENKRAL (Hon. S.
Burt): Notatall. The Master must prove
thot a breach of the Jaw was intended.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 23:

Agreed to,

Schednles 1 to 3, inclusive:

Agreed to,

Preamlble and fitle:

Agreed to.

Bill veported, with amendments.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,

Clause 1—“ Short title "’ :

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Buort) moved that the blank in the clanse be
filled in with the words, * the firat day of
October, 1895.”

Put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Claunses 2 to 10, inclusive :

Agreed to.

Clanse 11— Record fo be kept”:

Me. ILLINGWORKTH asked the Govern-
ment to accept the amendment of which he
bud given nobice, namely, to add at the end of
the clause the words: “Duplicate gopies of
such records shall also be kept in the head
office of every Warden in charge of & pro-
claimed goldfield.” He said it was not
sufficient that w record should be kept only in
Pecth. Tt would be a great convenience to
have a copy of records kept on each goldfield,
and hence his amendment.

Tae ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. 5. Burt)
said he did not object to what the hon. mem.
ber for Nannine was secking to obtain, but he
did not think the amendment would effact if.
The beginning of the clanse said a complete
record should be kept of all leases, claims,
transfers, liens, etc., and it also provided for
& record being kept at the office of the Min-
igter for Mines. It was necessary thatb the
Registrar’s office should be at once furnished
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keep his books aright. Tt was desirable to
have a central office, wheve o person purchas-
ing o property conld easily turn up the record
and see the title of the transferror, in order to
know in whose name the lease stood. It was
neither desirable nor wise to have two places
as Registrar's offices. It would make the
clanse better fo strike out the word “lease”
in the third line, und after that was struck
out they could have something to meet the
wishes of the hon. inember for Nannine.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH, by leave, withdrew
his amendment,

Mgr. MARMION said he hoped the Attor-
ney-General wowld not press his suggested
amendment, becauze it required o good deal
of consideration. He was sure the suggested
amendwent would not meet the case.

Tue A'TTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. %, Burt)
moved, a8 an amendment, that the word

" “lease,” in the third line, be struck out, with
" the object of providing a Registry office for

leases in Perth.
Mr. MARMION said the amendment would

- be a wistake, hecaunse it was absolutely neces-

sary that o record of all lenses should be kept
at every Registrar’s office, at every Warden's
office, and at the office of the Minister for
Mines. The greater partof the business done
was done on the goldfields, and not in Perth.

* The Registrar should have u complete record

- of ull transactions within his distriet.

It was
aisy 18 neceseary that the Warden should
have a complete record as affecting the ficld
aver which he was Warden. It was also nhbso-
Intely necessary for the Minister to have a
eomplete record of everything that was dove ~
on every field. The question required a good
deal of consideration.

Tuae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forresy) nsked
what the Warden wanted a complete record
for ?

Mr. MARMION said because pearly every-

" body went to the Warden’s office for informa-

with all information, in order that he might

tion, and if it were mot there they might
perhaps have to go ninety miles away to the
Registrar's office.

‘'we PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that was where they ought to go in the first
instance.

Mr. MARMION said if the amendment of
the Attorney-General were carried, applicants
would have to come to Perth for information.
[Tex ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Only in the case
of leases.) Yes; but nine-tonths of the whole
of the business had reference to leases, and he
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risked the opinion that it would be a mistake
to carry this amendment.

Mg. MORAN said an importani question
like that deeerved further consideration, and
by the dato that had heen inserted there was
evidently no immediate hurry. He therefore
moved that progress be reported and leave
- asked to sit again.

Me. ILLINGWORTH suggested it would
be better to thresh the matter out then.

Mg, MORAN enid it was desirable there

should he u prineipal oftice to which any one '
might go, or send, to obtain information ; and
he thought: the capital of the colony was the |

place for that office.

Mr. LEAKE pomnted out that if progress :

were reported they wonld be precluded from
discussing  the elavze. and it was desirable
that the eluuse shonld be fuailly discussed. The
hon. member could afterwards have the Bill
recommitted, for dealing with difficult clauses.
[Mr. Moran : There are only about three.]
He was certnin the more the difficalt clauses
were threshed ont, the better the Bill would
he, The nmendment of the Aitorney-Geuneral
would be of great assiatance, and the conten-
tion of the hon. member for Fremantlz ¢could he
met by transmirting to the Worden’s office a
ropy of #]1 leases that had been granted, The
Warden already had u record of all applien-
tions; he kmew rhat was lwing applied for,
thengh he could not easily ascertain what
lenses had been granted, unless a copy of the
record were sent him. All leases were
granted by the Minister, and his office was
consequently the place where the official
record shounld be kept. Tt was impossible to
have two places of record. There was such a
thing as an injnuctlion, and if there wevre two
places of record, where conld the injunction be
lodged? T was absolutely necessary to deter-
mine where the record office should be estab-
lished. Very few c'aims were regist ved. The
men were generally satiafied with merely
pegging them ont.

Mgr. MARMION pointed out that n large
numbar of transactions took place before ever
a lease wag issned—sometimes months before
the lease waa issued. He thought the number
of such transactions would be three-fourths of
the whole. He said, mnost distinetly, it was
absolutely necessary for the Registrar of a
district to have a complete record, and for the
Warden to have one also.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. 8ir. J. Forrest) asked
where the Warden’s office wua ?
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Mr. MARMION replied that the officer was
on the field.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said the
Warden's office was the office of the Registrar
for the district.

Mgr. MARMION suid, if that wers so, it wus
an altecation that had been made lately. It
was neceseary to have a complete record on the
ficld of all transactions before a lease was
issued. To wake it necrgsary for overybody
to have to appeal to Perth, would tend to con-
fuse business on the goldfields.

Tuz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
it seemed to him they must have one office
where records of leases and transfera shoumld
be kept; and as the Minister had to approve
in these cnses, it was right and proper that his
should be the office. 'I'here was no reasom
why u copy of all trunsacticns should net be
sent to the offices of the various Registrars of
districts, but the principal record should he in
the Minister’s office—the office where the
transactions had been approved. The War-
den’s office on n goldfield was the office of the
Registrar of that district. On some of the
goldfields, such as Coolgardie and the Mur-
chison, they had for couvenience scveral
districts under one officer. ‘I'hose districts
were each independent goldfields, but it waa
convenient to have them grouped fogether
under one Warden, Tn every other particular
the fields were separnte and distinet, and the
Warden visited them regularly at stated times.
The business in connection with those districts
wus not sufficient to warrant the appoint-
ment of a separnte Warden. When he referred
to the Warden's office, he did not refer to the
pluce where the Warden resided and acted as
resident mugistrate. fle meant at such
places as Yalgoo, Nannine, Mount Magnet, or
any of thosc places where there was more
than one district presided over by the same
officer. "What they were secking to pro-
vide for was rimple enough. They wished
to do in this as in the Lands Department, for
instance. There the Commissioner alone could
approve of any transaction, and the record
was kept in hisoffice. Just so they were seck-
ing to doin that matter; but thero was no
reason why a copy of all transactions shonld
not be sent te nll the places interested in the
co'ony. When the Minister approved of any
transaction, he could simply cause a copy to
be sent to the district in which the property
concerned was situated.

Mz. MAEMION pointed out that if the
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word “ lense” was struck out, the Kegistrar
would not be able to keep u complete record of |
all matters dealt with,

Trae PREMIER (Hon. 8Bir F. Forrest) said
the record shauld be kept in Perth.

Tae ATTORNEY . GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said tho registration would be made in
Berth, but ag many copies conld be made and
forwarded 1o the varions olfices as were
needed.

Mr. MARMION asked which was to he
relied upon ?

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said Perth, of conrse. They could not
rely upon two places. It would never do to
invest more than one place with anthority. [t
was easy to picture cases that might occur if
they had more thun ope official record. Al
records wonld have to be wmnde in Perth.
There alone could it be ascertained whe were
the legnl owners of any lease, and there, too,
wonld be the record of all transactions in
connection with it. A copy of all transactions
conld be forwarded to every Registrar
interested, in order that he might keep hia
books posted.

Mg. R, F. SHOLL thought it was both
necessary und desirable that the head office
for the registration of leases should be in
Perth. The present system was most incon-
vepient. He knew of an instance where a sum
of £40,000 or £50,000 was held in a bank
pending the complotion of a lease, and before
this was necomplished nearly four months had
clapsed. I the registration could have been
completed in Perth, the matter would have
been c¢oncluded without such a vexatious
delay. So far ag the Warden was concerned,
there should be some provision whereby he
vould be notified of any transfers in any lease
or any transactions connected with it. ‘The
difficulty that arose in the whole matter was
to let people be acquainted with proposed
changes, so that those who were on the fields
would not proceed to deal with lenses which
might have already been transferred in Perth.
It wounld be necessary to have some such pro-
vigion as this to prevent inconvenience,

Mr. LEAKE suggoested that difficulties of
this nature might be dealt with by some pro-
vision being nade in the Regulations for the
lodging of caveats. It should alzo be borne
in mind that transfers of actual lenses very
seldom took place after the lease was granted.
Tt waa in the enrlier stages of applieation for
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4 lease that the trounble arose, for after the
mine was ot work transfers usually ceased.
The matter was certainly one which conld be
dealt with more satiafactorily wunder the
Regulations.

Mr. MARMION desired to point out that
many of the most important transactions in
regard to these mining leases ook place prior
to the actunl granting of the lense, and it was
mosgt essentinl that records of these should be
at the office of the Warden for the district

. wherein the lease or land applied for waa

situated. There was no reason why the regis-
tration should not he made at Perth, but all
the information as to the lease, both before
and after it was granted, should be available
on the field.

Me. ILLINGWORTH wished to remark
that n leuse was a lease, and was not a lease
until it was properly issued. What the hon,
member for Fremantle was referring to, were
transactions which oceurred prior to the grant-
ing of the lease, but these matters did not
apply after a property had reached the dig-
nity cf being un nbeolute lense. When a lease
was granted, o copy would be kept at the office
of the Mining Registrar for the district, and it
was here that the records of all transactions
in connection with the application for the
lease would be found. This was the proper
place for these, and Perth was undoubtedly
the proper place for main registration for
leases, while there would be no difficolty in
the varions fields being fully ncquainted with
any changes in these. At present the system
was most unworkuble, and, if hon. members
did not want to perpetuate it, they should
accept the wmendment of the Atbtorney-
General. That amendment meant that if a
man desired to get all the information he
wanted at Coolgnrdie, he could get it there;
if he was in Perth, he conld got it in Perth,
and that was what the hon, member for Fre-
mantle desired to see provided.

Me. LEAKE was still of opinion that the
matter ¢ould be far better dealt with in the
regulations, where the danger of providing
two places of registration could be more offec-
toally avoided.

Mgr. MARMION hoped the Committee
would not lose sight of the fact that the Bili
had been originally drafted by practical gen-
tlemen, and if the word “lease” appenred in
the draft, then it was there for some good
reason. It might not be wise to strike out
the word,
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Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said it had been the intention of the
Goverment all the time to move to strike the
word “lease” out of the clanse. No veason
hud been advanced to show that this would be
wrong, The proper place for the record of
leages to be kept would be at Perth, and
copies could he keps elsewhere. Probably it
would be better for him to withdraw his
amendment, and let the clause passasprinted,
80 thet the Bill could be re-committeed to eon-
gider an amendment which he wounld draft,
and of which he would give notice.

Me. MARMION desired to press upon the
Committes the fact that between the time a
lense was actually granted and the time the
applicution for it was made, important changes
tock place, and there should he some place
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found without the people who degired informa-
tion having to come to Perth.

TaE AT TORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt)
again reminded the Committee that a leaze
was pot & leage until it was granted and
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for Fremantle and Yilgarn were making a very
great fuss about ncthing. Perth was the
propet place for registration, and he agreed
with the argument of the hon. member for
Nannine that & lease was a lease.

Tie ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Bwt): I thnk it would be better for me
to withdraw my amendment, with the ob-
ject of carrying out the suggestion I made
just now.

Amendment, by leave, was withdrawn, and
the clause, ns printed, agreed to.

Clauge 12.— Miners’ Rights :*

Mr. ILLINGWORTH moved to strike out
tlie word “alien,” line 4, and to strike out all
the words after the word * transferable,” in
line 10. In doing so, the hon. member re-
warked that doubtless he would arouse the
wrath of the hon. member for Gascoyne in pro-
posing to deal with a cluss of people who were
vatnralised British subjects. In IEndia, =

" native, although a British subject, did not

registered as such. So far as anything prior -

to the granting of the lease was concerned,
inforination of that sort would bhave to be

gained by searching for it on the field, but it

would hardly be recorded in the same inanner
18 a lense would be.

Mg, MORAN considered that the hon. mem-
ber for Fremantle was qnite right. Great
alterations tock place as to the ownership of
a lease before the lense was granted, fur the
simple reason that so long as the formalities
were properly observed, an application for a
lease would he treated hy business men and
speculators as the lense itself, until the lease
was granted. 1f the records as to dealings
prior to the lease being granted were not pro-
perly kept and nvailable, leases might be sold
to bonu jfide purchasers, who would subse-
quently find there were incumbrances on the
property.

Me. MARMTON pointed out that the worda
in the clause clearly meant that nl] trans-
acbions in connection with leases, claimns, or
any land connected with the goldfieids shonld
be recorded and registered. A mnn shounld ba
able to get all tke information he required
without coming down to Perth,

Me. Inningworta: That
Attorney-Gteneral proposes.

Mg MARMION : [ do not take it that way,
at any rate.

Mg, CLARKSON thought the hon. members

is what the

have the same rightsas an Englishman, and
although he passed certain examinations, he
was for ever nnable to take certain positions,
which could only he held by Englishmen.
India was a conqnered country, and the In-
dian people a conquered race. In the ecuntry
they belonged to they had not the same privi-
leges ns English people who were in India, and
it was in comscquence of this that so much
of the trouble arose. ‘I'here was no doube the
real object of the clanse was to prevent Asia-
tics and Africans mining, and if this waa to be
done the word * alien” wonld have to he strock
ouk.

Me. CrargsoNn : Why shouldn’t these
people have the right to mine us well as any-
one clse?

Mg. ILLINGWORTH thought there might
be some wirdom in whatthe “seventh Mipister
had said, if this class of people were to be per-
mitted to mine. The fecling of the country on
thepoint wasunmistakahle,and theamendment
would meet the real intention of those who
frauned the clause. If the word *alien™
was retained, the clause wounld be useless and
ineffective.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hou. A. R. Richardson}: Suppoesing
a white man is born in Africa, are you goirg
to treat him as & black man?

Mp. ILLINGWORTH: When I was o hoy
my father used to teach me that because a
man wus born in a stable there was no reason
why he shouldbe regarded as o horse,
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Tue CHALKMAN, in sltating the guestion,
anid he desired to draw the attention of hon.
membaors to the fact that cther hon. members
were being referred to us the “ sixth Minister”
or the *scventh Mipister.,” Such expres-
sions were not Parlinmentary.

Mg. JAMES earnestly hoped that this ques-
tion would be dealt with without any wretched
little guibblea being drawn into it. Wheu the
principle was aflirmed, the details and actual
wording would .be very easy of settlement.
The objzct of the wimendment was cleurly to
carry out the real intention of the clause, and
that intention would be nullified if the weord
“ alien” were to remein, The vote on this
question would really be taken to test the fecl-
ing of the committee whether or not restrie-
tions should he placed wpon mot ounly Asiatic
and African aliens, but also those who hap-
pened to be Britigh subjects, ‘I'his was the
point to be tested, and wretched quibbles
could he left out of the question until the
principle was affirmed. The amendment was
one which had his hearty sapport, and he
would preface his remarks by congratulnting
the Government upon the wording of this sec-
tion, for it showed that they were differing
from the hon. member for Gascoyne. The
more they left the opinions of that gentleman
behind on this subject, the more the Govern-
ment would be in touech with the popular and
right feelidg on the matter. So far as the
principle itself was concerned, the House, oun
previous occasions, had committed itself
beyond recall, and that was with the declara-
tion that Asiatics and Africans who were
aliens should not he permitted to carry on
mining operations.

Commmittee to go a step further, and, by agree-
ing to the amendment, establish the fuct that
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the sole difference. Thia clase of people should
be excluded, whether they weve aliens, or whe-
ther they happened to be British subjects, in
the way and to the extent, he had mentioned.

The Chairman left the chair at 8.30 p.m.

At 7.30 p.m., the Committee resumed.

Mg. JAMES said he did not wish to labor
the question, becauwse, holding such strong
views us he did upon the Asiatic question, he
wight be deemed guoilty of insincerity. He
also disliked to do so hecause he was so
thoreughly convinced of the danger of allow-
ing any part of Australia to become tainted
by the unrestricted importation of undesirable
people. [t had occurred to him that to amend
the Bill as proposed uow would be to interfere
with its passing, and because the Royal assent.
to it would hnve to be withheld for some
time. He would like to hear what the Attorney-
General had to sy on that point. ’

Mgr. ILLINGWORTH said there was no
reference to Her Majesty in n case like this. It
was a national queation.

Tre AITORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, S.
Burt) said the amendment was one of some im-
portance, If it were earried the clanse would
provide that no miner's right should be
granted to any Asiatic of African, whetherhe
was & British subject or not. The guestion
before the Committee waa not whether
Asgiatios or Africans should be allowed on the
goldflelds, becanse winers’ rights were not
given to them, and the Bill proposed to leave
the luw in that state.  Therefore, the only

. Asialics or African aliens who could obtain

In Adoing this they had .
acted very rightly, and now he wanted fhe ;

no Asintic or African, whether alien or other-

wise, shonld be permitted to mine, They did
not love these people nore because they bap-
pencd to be British subjects, nor would they
detest them wmore if they were not.  They ob-
jected to them altogether, becanse they were
undesirable people to have in this colony. No
one could say the dirty, wretched, detestable
Afghans they saw crowding about Perth were

any better than the Afghans who were ac-

tually in Afghanistan, but if they came from
there they would not have been permitted to
come into the¢olony 1t all.  Instead of that
they came from British territory, perhaps a
few miles out of Afghanistan, and that was

miners’ rights, were those whowere Britishsub-
jects. The section provided as an amendment
of the law that if application were made by
one of those people on the ground that be was
a British subject, the queation should be re-
ferred  to the Minister, to whom proof

of his claim as a DBritish subject must
be given. 'Thers had been very few cases in-
: deed in which an Asiatic or am African

had obtained & miner’s right on the grannd
that he was o British subjeet, and therefore
there was no preat object to be gnined by
amending the clause as proposed, while there
was much te be lost by doing so. He could
not support the principle underlying the
amendment. Ho wns not contending that
miner’s righta should be given to Asiatics or
Africans, but if they could prove that they
were British subjects they were en-
titled to have them, Ha thought the reasons
given for the dislike evimeced for those
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people, were quite distinct from those which
were priven in the House for curtailing their
privileges and liberties. Now he had heen
asked if the Bill werc passed with the proposed
wmwendment, whether it would have to be
regerved for Royal nssent, Im answer to that
he would refer hon. members to the Koyal
Inetructions to His Excellency the Governor,
which were to be found in the Standing Orders
of the House, In those Instroetions the Go-
vernor wasg directed by Her Majesty not to
swsent to Bills of an extraordinary nature, or

menaures in which the perogative of Parlia- |

ment, or the rights and property of snb-
jects, not resident in the colony, might be
prejudiced.  With that before him, he would
not he doing his duty ns Attorney-Genmeral if
he omitted to draw His Excellency’a attention
to those Iustructions given to him by Her
Majesty when the Bill was presented for assent.
I it were enacted that no Asiatic or African
whatever, was entitled to that which anyone
cise wug entitled to, an infringementof that pro-
vigion would he almost committed, and the Bill
wight, therefore, buve to he reserved for Her
Majesty’s assent. It was not worth while
jeopardising the passing of the Bill into law
fur perhaps 6 or 12 months, to achieve the un.
important objectsought to be gained by the
amendment. The goldfields had hitherto been
worked with but very few instances of any
difficulty arising over the matter, and it was
useless to anticipate thata fioed of applications
would be received from those men of color for
non-exclusion, when they were British subjects.
He helieved it wounld be found that there were
noné of those people on thefields with winers’
rights,

Mg. Moran: But with business licenses.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon
Buwrt) said that was another matter.

Mr. James: Miners’ righta mean hard work,
and they do not like that.

Tue ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 5.
Burt) szid that if difficuliies did not exist it
was not necessary to legislate for them, and if
the Rill was in danger of being reserved for
assent, hon. membhers should vote agninst the
amendment. Tt was really such a small
matter that it was not worth whileraising it in
any shape on the clause which was before the
Committee.

Me. MORAN said the objection raised by
the Hon. the Atlorney-General that the
amending the clause as proposed it would
interfere with the passing of the Bill

S,
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into law, inasmuch as it wonld interfere with
the rights of the people in gunestion, was not a
good one, because the very fact that wminevs'
vighta and business licenses had been issved to
then, strengthened the position taken np by
those who were opposed to the cluuse.

Tue Premier (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) : Tlow
many have beeo grunted ?

Mr. MORAN said that if o license wore
iwsted to one wan, others would expect to
have them granted as well, The fact that the
amendment, if carried, would he a mennce to
their vights and privileges, showed that the
claune was included in the Bill in order to
ahift the responsibility of granting the licenses
on to one man.  As the clanse stood it was a
menace to the righte of British subjects. He
thought the reservation of the Bill for Royal
assent wae o very remote contingency. That
question wus first raised by the hon. member
for the Gageoyne inthe form of u thrent, to the
effect Lthat if the clause were amended ns pro-
posed, he would warn the Governor that it
wag his duty to reserve his nseent to the
meagure, That wag nssuming the functions
of a Minister, without a dounlt; or, in other
words the hon. member for Gascoyune, who was
one of 323 memhbers, considered it was his

duty to aavise the Governer not to
assent to o Bill that had bee. passed
by the House. Surely the Governor

kaew his duty in the wmatter, and it wns not
cven necessary for the Attorney-Genernl to
point it out to him. [t had leen said some
diftieulty might arise in proving awan’sclaim
to e a British subject, l:ut no man who pro-
duged the necessnry docuwents conld be
doubted. He would support the mmendment.
Mr. MARMION siid he would like to
know if a colored man, born in America,
could be called an Afvican or an Asiatic. A
large number of gentlemen of varicus shades
of color were native-horn Amerieans, and had
w perfect right to « minér’s right. If the
amendment were carried, greater difficultics
than those which already existed wonld be
created, without nny real benefit resulting.
It was far better to leava the law as it stood,
as very few difficulties had oceurred in work-
ing it, and it wns useless to imagine that they
would arise. It was time encugh to legislate
when they did arise, and it would b2 wise if
the non. member withdrew the amendment.
Me. CLARKSON said he hoped the amend-
ment would not be carried. People in other
parts of the world must think it strange that
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Britishers should exclude aliens from their
dominions, and prevent them from mak-
ing a living. 1t was ridiculous that because a
wan was black, and wns not borp under the
the British flag, he should be debarred from
making o living in this conntry.

An Hon. MempER : That is the law now.

Mr. CLARKSON said it should be altered.
He did not like the Chinese or Afghans him-
self, but it wag rather too much to prevent
them from mneking thoir living amongst white
people.

Me. WOOD said he supported the amend-
ment. Tho soomor Asintics, Afghans, and
Chinawnen were gotrid of, the better for the
country, He did not acknowledge any alien
as an Indicn Britisher. They were not British
subjects in the scnse that white people were,
but were gorfs and slaves,

Mgr. ILLINGWORTH said that beforc
the amendmnent was pubt to the vote, he

desired fo say that the other colonies were .

advocnting the legislation propesed by it

Tue Prestier (Hon Sir. J. Forrest): Which
onha 7

Mr. ILLTNGWORTH : All of themn.

“ug bPreurer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Nota
single oue. [ engnired lntely, wnd [ feund that
not even New Zealand ndvocated it

Mer. ILLINGWORTH said that recent
cvents which had oceurred in some of the
wnying districts of New Zualand, wers sulli-
cient to warn hon. membera to Dbe very
careful. He did not think the Hon. the
Attorney-General was likely to call the atten-
tion of the Governorto the clause under debate,
for by so doing he would be shewing un amount
of feeling in the matter that would

scarcely be worthy of the position o held,
and he (Mr. Hlingworth) *did not think the

hon. member would do anything of the kind.
He hoped hon. members would express their
opinion onthe matber by voting for the amend-
ment. .

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest} said
that some short time ago he coguired by tele-
graph of all the other colonies as to what re-
strictions were pliwed upon tho introdunction
of aliens, nnd he found that with, the excep-
tion of the law reluting to Chinese—which
was in force in this colony—there was not a
single restriction placed upon the advent of
aliens in the Australian colonies. New Zealand
had replied that it was proposed to introduce
some legislotion with the object of excluding
undesirable people. The telegram did not
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specify which race it wae proposed to exclude.
He saw po uccessity for excising the word
“alten” from the clanse. Since the Govern-
ment had been in office, scarcely any Asintic
or African iliens had been naturlised, and, to
his own knowledge, therve was not a singloe
Agiatic or Africun, Leing n British subject.
working us & miner on the goldfields. He
believed there was an Afghan or two who
had business licenses,and thut Faiz Mahowmed
held une.

Mr. MoRAN :
Afghuns,

Tue PREMIER (Han. 8ir. J. Forrest) : Yes,
ag camel drivers,

Me. Mokan: No, they ure not.

Tye CHAtrRMAN : Order !

T'ue PREBIER (Fon. SirJ. Forrest) said
the Afghans were very necessary in dealing
with camnels, as they undersiood them. With
regnrd to the guestion as to whether the Bill
might be resucrved for Royal assent, if the
amuendwwent were carried, he pointed out that
before nny Hill waa presented for Royal assent
it had to Le forwarded to the Attorney-
General, whe wns nsked whether the Governor
conld legnlly und properly assent to it in Her
Majesty’s nume. The Attorney-General then
advised the Governor as to whether he could
legally and properly assent toif, and it was his
duty to point out apything in the measure that
in any wuy infringed the Royal Tnstructions.
Apnrb from that, the Governcr had the power
to reserve nny Bill for Her Mujesty’s asscut,
and all the Exceutive Government could do in
such o case would be to object ; nnd he thought
hon. members counld rest assured that if & Bill
infringing on the rights of British subjects
born in other parts of the world were pusaed,
the Governor would reserve assent. It was
not worth while running any risks with the
Bill, 'I'hose who oppused the clause had not
shown good reasons for allering it in the
direction proposed, und he hoped hon. mem-
bera would allow the law which had been in
force since 1866 to atand.

Mg. LEAKE said he had no fear that the

And he keeps over 100

* colony was threatencd with an overwheling

influx of Chinese or oiher Asiatic aliens, and
his views weore nob in accord with those of
mewmbers on hisside of the House in regard to
the section of the ®Bill ander consi-
deration. Te was inclined to support the view
of the Hon. the Attorney-General that by
striking ont the word “alien,” hon. members
were likely to iperil the passing of the mea.
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sure. It wasof far more importance to pnsa
the Bill at once than to run the risk of having
the Afghan orany black man on the goldfields.
There had heen no difficnlty in the past, and,
80 far us he could gather, he did not, think any
Government would dare to grant minors,
rights to those persons against whom an ob-
jection wasraised. There was ample provision
in the Bill to prevent the goldfields from being
overrun by those people, and the Ministry
nccepted all responsibility. He would net
vote for the nmendmenf, because it might
imperil the passage of the Bill.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mz, K. F. SHOLL moved to strike cut the
remninder of the clause uofter the word
* transferable,” as follows:—* Provided always
“ that no winer's right, consolidated miuver’s
“right, or business license, shall be issned to
“any Agiaticor African claiwming to be a British
“gubject without the authority of the Minister
“first had wpd obtained.” He said thut after the
arguments they hnd used against the pravious
anwendment, the Government would, he was
sure, support that amendment. Both the
Premier and the Attorney-General had said
that hon. members should not legislate insuch
a wiy ans to infringe the rights of British snb-
jects. Wus it to be expected that any British
subject should have to present his certificate
of birth to the Minister in order to obtuin a
miner's right? 1In order to do that, he wonld
have to travel to Perth from the fields, and
surcly the Warden conld be vested with suffi-
cieut discretionary power to decide whether
the applicant was p British subject or not.
The Minister, he was sure, would not grant the
unfortunate British subject’s request, becaunse
his skin was black, and then he would have
to go to the Supreme Court Lo ¢laim his rights.
He wae of opinion that the Bill advocated
class legislation. The proviso he proposed to
strike out was a left-handed way of evading
the question, because the Government, know-
ing that those people were unpopular on the
ficlds, included the provision that the Warden
should refer applications for miners’ right,
made by them, fo the Minister, who, of course,
would not grant them. Certain agitators
were now stumping the countey on the Anti-
Asiatic cry, and he knew that one of them
had been lwprisoned in Queensland for
sedition.

Mg Monawn: Who is that?

Me. R.F. 8riVLL said the hon. member knew
the mwau to whomw he wus referring. With

[ASSEMBLY.]

troldfields Lill,

 regard to the hon. member for Yilgarn, who

hazd been stamping the other colonies with a
notorious Irish patriot, it was well known that
he took the stand he did becuuse he knew it
wag popular. He (Mr Sholl) thought that if
the proviso were ollowed to remain in the
Bill it would imperil its passage just us
much as the previous amendment wonld have
done. '

Mg, ILLINGWORTH said that, seeing the
Government had jasisted upon the retention
of the word “ alien,” he would like to know
how they were to obtain the “Christinn™
name and surnawe of Asiatic or Afrvican alien
applicants,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
be did not think the proviso was objectionable
in any wuy. Secing that miners’ rights were
only granted to British subjects, great care

~ should be taken that rights were not issued to

every applicant on the mere assertion that he
was a British subject. The Government con-
sidered that the duty of finding out whether
an applicant was o British subject or not
should be left to the Minister, who had more
opportunities of doing o than s Warden, whe
was in a distant purt of the colony, had. The
hon. member for the Gascoyne, nodoubt,remem-
bered that a great deal of trouble arose some
yeare ago in regard to the colored pearlers at
Shavks, Bay having s0 many licenses for houtas.
The result of the agitution was that the Gov-
erpment bought out colored owners of boats
albogether,nnd made reygulations by which the
Governor-in-Council, by order, had power to
limit the issue of licenses; and since then no
licenses had been issued to any African or
Asiatic aliens. ‘

Me. R. F. Snour: Yhis proviso deals with
British snbjects,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) : No,
it deals only with persoms c¢laiming to be
British subjects. He did not think the hon.
member for the Gascoyne would advocate the
granting of pearling licenses, all alvng the
coast to Wyndham, to aliens or persons of
color. He hoped the amendment would be
withdrawn.

Mg, R. F. SHOLL said the urgument of the
Hon. the Premier was in fuvor of not granting
winera’ righls to aliens, bal he objected to
British suhjects buing prevented frow obtain-
ing them.

Mk CLARKSON said he hoped the amend-
mest would uot be withdeawn, bevause it was
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ridiculous to put a British subject to so much
trouble in getting & miner’s right.

Mg. LEFEOY said he could not see any
objection fto the proviso.
that foir play should be given to all British
subjects, and, inorder to protect them it was
provided that they should apply to the
Minister for o miner’s right. He objected to
the use of opprobrious epithets in regard to
those alien races, for there were wmany among
them who were as honorable and as upright
as any hon. member was, ulthough they differed
in colour.

Me. MAEMION said he believed the
idea of the hon. member for the Gascoyne in
moving the amendment was to obviate the
refusnal of 2 miner's right to a British sub-
jeet who happened to be a man of color, or
who appeared to be other than n British snb-
jeet, and to give the Warden power to refuse
a right to an applicant if, after an examinn-
tion of his documents, he fonnd the wan had no
eluim to be a British subject. Tf the Warden
had nny doubt on the subject, he would refer
the question to the Minister, so as to relieve
himself of the responsibility of refusing am
applieant, who might be a British subject, a
winer’s right. He did not think very much
harm would result if the proviso were allowed
to remain, bat, on the contrarvy, they would,
in rvetnining it, prevent the very mischief
which the mover of the amendment did not
want to take place.

Mg. R, F. SHOLL suid he complained that
the proviso did not compel the Minister to
grant a miner’s rightte applicants proved to
be British subjects.

Me. GEORGE said he desired to pointout,
without going into the question of whether it
was desirable to have Asiaticy or Afrieans in
the colony or not, that it was not proper to
abuse them, becanse there were amongst them
men who were as honorable as those whose
skin was white ; but he considered that if the
debate had been baged more upoen the gues-
tion as to whether it was desirable that people
of a different color should be allowed to live
in the colony, the subject could have been
entered into more deeply. He would prefer to
sce the Chinaman, the African, und the Afghan
excluded. With regard to the proviso, he was
afraid that, if it were carried, there would be o
Inrge influx of aliens, und if they bad to appeal
to the Minister for their miners’ rights, that
gentleman’s time, which should hoe devoted
to his proper daties, would Dbe too
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much ocoupied. It had beem men-
tiosed to him that a certain gentle-
man, pamed Walsh, o resident of Cool-

gardie, had, ut great expense to himself, sunk
a well, und by sowe means a number of
Afghuns obtained the piece of ground adjein-
ing his elaim. They sank a well thereon, and
took awny all the water from Walsh’s shaft.
That showed that the aliens could do sowme-
thing, und it also showed tkat, i n great influx
of them wore allowed, they would simply
swamp the white man.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clunse put and passed, ns printed,

Clanse 14 ;

Agreed to.

Clunse 14—+ Privileges conferred hy a
miner's right”':

M. GEORGE usked the Attorney-Geucral .
to make the weaning of the clunse clearer.

Tur ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) suid any person could take whatevexr
quantity of wator he chose from any flowing
stream, so long as he allowed the stream to
fow on afterwards. ]

Mgr. GEORGE said he vnderstood that
water wae a very valuable commodity on the
goldfields, and he was anxious to have the
meaning of the clause made perfectly plain.
A person might posaibly make a dam, and
impound water for the purpese of selling it.

Mp. CLARKSON eaid if the hon. member
knew nnything about the goldfields, he would
know there were no flowing streams there.

Me. ILLINGWORTH moved, us an amend-
ment, that the words, “ such area, upon being
afterwards declared a townsite, to become the
property in fee Ei.mple of the owner on pay-
ment of the upset price,”” be added to the
claugse. He said it was o far more important
thing than some hon. members thought. A
man went to a goldficld and established o
business. After # while there cnme a rush of
people, snd soon o township was declared, and
he had to enterinto competition at auction for
what was practically both his land and his
business. He (Mr. Ilingworth) did not think
the Government wanted to make a profit ont
of o man’s business, when ostensibly they were
only sclling the tand,  Ho coutended that the
man who woat to the ficld first and estallished
‘tiwself, should have the right to bis land at
upset price. He hoped the Government wonld

not object to his amendment, as it would not
muterinlly affect the rvevenwe, whilst it would
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do justice to the man who did the pioneer
work on goldfields.

Mg. A. FORREST said it would not he in the
intereata of the ¢olouy to pass the amendment.
He did not think it right that the Government
ghould practically give away the best sites in
the goldficld towns. It would wenn that cer-
tmn people would have agents onevery feld,
in order to securc the best blocks of land at
the upset price, and, if the township turned
out a failure, they would clear vut of it. He
hoped the Committee would not scriously eon.
sider the smendment, as it would simply boan
incentive to people te go and put up swall
places with a view of securing valuable ullot-
mwents ut a cheap rate. Land in Coolgurdie
was worth as inuch as the land in Perth, The
Wardens always dealt generously with the
first arrivals on the field.

'ae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
there was no doubt that the object of the hon,
member for Nanaine had been much talked of
on the fields, and in sowe cnses there might
have been hardships inflicted. It seemed to
him (the Premier) that it wis a matter which
might fairly be doalt with in the regulations,
rather than find o hard and fast place is the
Act.

Mz. InLingworTH : Will you put it theve

Tue PREMTER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said,
go Far as he was concerned, he would be glad
to try and frame eomething that would eunit
all parties. He thought the Wardens generally
dealt very liberally with men who had ostab-
lished businesses ou the fields ; and he believed
nine out ot every ten of the original holders
got their land at the upset price. He con.
sidered it a very imnportant matter that a man
should get his place of Lusiness, and be secure
m his house and home. 1t had been brought
under his notice, when on the Murchison gold-
fields, and he thought some provision should be
made by which such & mun could hold his
Place under a businesa license. The question
was wdiffienit one, as the hon. member for
West Kimberley had pninted out ; and it
wowld not be satiefnetory for all the best sites
of a declared township to be secured attho
upset price.  Still, something should be
done to hinder n man from being summarily
dispossessed of his kolding. He ¢ould see that,
for o man to hold his plnce on a business
license werely, would not be satisfactory, as the
tenure would not he secure ; and yet to ullow
him to bave the place at the upset price would
encourage people to go and puat up swall
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tenements in order to get the best siles ina
township. If the hon. member for Nannine
would leave the matter to the Government,
they wounld do something under the Kegula-
tions. ‘That would do justice to the people
holding the business positions. He did pot
like to put it in the Bill.

Mr. MORAN snid he was pleased that the
Premier did recognise that hardships bhad
ocenrred under the old Regulations. If the
amendinent were passed, they would probobly
stil! have instances where land would be
dummied, bat the legitimate miner would have
a chance too, though the hest land might be
moncpolised by wealthy land.grabbers.  Still
justice weuld be done to those who were there
first. He -upported the amendment. He usk-
ed what would have been the position of the
country had it not beea for the prospectors.
Had it not been for them nnd their intrepidity,
the lund to-dny would have been worth little
or nothing ; it would not have been worth_n
penny an acre. He knew that syndicates had
run up prices bayond that which the original
holdér of a block had been able to pay, and
he considered the Committee should not be
afraid to do justice, on uccount of the bogio held
up by the hon. member for West Kimberley.
This colony had wore unfair laws with regurd
to the alienation of land on the goldfiells than
any of the other Australian colonmies, ‘L'he
principle of the amendment prevailed at
Ballarat in its early days; and was also the
law in Queensland at the present time. He
regarded the old regime ns aggravated land-
lordism, and he hoped the Committee would
express sympathy with the amendment, and so
strengthen the hunds of the Government in
endenvoring to provide something i the Re-
gulations to meet the case.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) sug-
gested that the clause should be allowed to
pass as it stood, and he would draft sownething
to meet the case, though he thought it should
be a clause by itself.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH, upon the assurance
which the Premier had just given, asked leave
to withdraw his amendment.

Mr. MARMION said he hoped the sym-
pathy of the Premier wonld not carry him too
far in the direction suggesied by the hon.
member for Nannine. The question required
very caveful consideration, or else the colony
would be deprived of considerable revenue.

Mr. MoRran: Ghve the first men o chance.

Mg MARMION said the first men were
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unearly always the same men, Those men
generally took the precantion fo hold the best
gites in the township. He knew that wos so,
and in nearly overy case the land had been ob-
tained at the upset price. [t onght to be the
duty of the Committce to first conserve the
interests of the community. He asked the
Hon. the Premier to bo careful of those men
who were always beld up aspoor, suffering in-
dividuala, for he knew that some of them had
made thonsands of pouuds out of the Govern-
ment, by obtaining land at the upset price.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Me. LEAKE pointed out to the Attorney-
General that the cluuse they were dealing
with had reference to residence only, whereas
Clause 18 dealt with busineas licenses.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 15:

Agreed to.

Clanse 16—* Incapacity to
miner’s rights” :

Mx. ILLINGWORTH wmovesd, as an amend-
ment, that in the first line the words * other
thun wages men” be added after the word
‘“persons.” He gaid it could not be intended
to hinder a man from suing for wages, simply
becuuse he did not hold a miner’s right
The Bill gave a lien for wages upon the cluim
or lease, andif o workman could not trke
action, what protection had he? He (M.
[llingworth) asked if it were the intention of
the Government that a wan should have no
claim for wages unless he had a miner's
right ?

Tue AITTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 5.
Burt) said there waas nothing in that clause to
preclude a man for recovering his wages.
Provisions would be made in the Regulations
whereby o property could be realised upon for
the payment of wages.

Mg. LEAKE zaid that, according to Clause
75, & wages man could not procare a lien for
wages except upon tho production of a winer’s
right.

Mz, ILLINGWQRTH asked foran assurance
from the Attorney-General that if Clacse 16
were passed, 1t would not prevent the wages
man from suing for his wages, simply
because he did not hold a miner’s right. He
{Mr. Tllingworth) foared that the clause would
wheolutely nullify the workman’s lien,

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL ( Hon. 8. Burt)
said this clause would not affect the question
of wages. Thutquestion weuld come up ander

Clause 57.

sue without
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Clause put and passed.,

Clause 17-~*Incorporated mining company
way ohtainminer’s right :”

Me. LEAKE asked the Atturaey General to
explain the clause.

THE ATTORNEY.GENERAL {(Hon. S.
Burt) said it simply meant that if 2 mining
company put on )2 men, they would have
to got consolidated vights for 12 mea.

Clause agreed to.

Clause 18—*Business license:”

Mse. LEAKE snid this clauge wns n new
departure. Under the old law, licenses wore
issned by the Governor, but provision was
here heing wade for deputbics to do that work.
He asked why the Warden should not he the
Governor's deputy. (THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
He will be one of them.] ‘Then, too the
clange did not specify the tirm for which a
business license should be held. It secmed
also thut a person could take up foo mch
land. [Tue PrEsies: Only a quarter of an
acre.] But he (Mr. Leake) understood
that, if it were not in a street, a wan
might take wup an acre. It Jooked
ag if they were going to give a man a right to
take up » business license within the townsite
with much greater advantige than could be
done nnder the old law. He asked if the As-
torney-General had considered the point; and
suggested that progress should be reported at
this stage.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the clause had beer recommended
to the Government as an improvement upon
the old law. He could not then remember the
difference betweon the clause and the old law
on the subject.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH moved, n8 an amend-
ment in the third line, that after the word
“person” there be inserted the words “not
being an Asiatic or African.”

Mg, R. F. SHOLL said he would oppose the
amendment unless the word “alien” were in-
serted.

Amendment put and passed.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved usan amendwnent that the word “ alien”
he inscrted after Lhe word * African.”

Further awendiment, put and passed.

Mg. LEAKE pointed out that the clanse
snid, * on application for a business license,
** the same shall he granted,” Lut said no
length of terw was mentioned, nud if no term
were mentioned it wmight be taken that
the man had sbsolute right to holdthe license.
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Tuder the old law, holders had to pay £4 a
year for a license, and it was in force for ten
years.

"I'we PrEaize (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) : From
Fyear to'year.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the language of the clause right
through asswmed thet a terin was mentioned.
He though the words should be the same =g
in Clause 12, where it said, “[t shull bein force
for ono yenr from the date thereof.”

Mge. LEAKE suid it was also evidently in-
tended that business licenses should refer to
lnnds outside townships. It was surely never
intonded that a msan who hetd o business
license should squat down upon a piece
of land, that would ultimately becowe a
vuluable site in a thriving township, and get
for next tv nothing whab another man would
have to puy for “through the nose” He
thought the ¢lause conld not be satisfactorily
dealt withwithout consideralle thought.

Tne ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved that progress be reported, and
lenve asked to ait again.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sib
again.

ADJOURNMENT. '

TI'he Hoyse adjourned at 9-20 o’clock p.m.

Legislative Assembly,

Tuesduy, 20th August, 1895.

Petition gf Settlers in the Blackwood District re
Rattway Route—Use of Drudge on the Cawning
Ricer—Leyislation ve Ground Termin and Bird
Pests— Raitway and Theatre Refreshment Rooms
Licensing Bill ; veport— Marvied Waomen's Pro-
perty Bill ; in committee— Depositing Stone, §e.,
in Ricer at Rocky Bay; Legislative Council's
amendivent ; in committee—Eatimates, 1895-90 ;
in conmiittee—Crown Suity Bill : first reading—.
Seale of Goods il first reading—IFree Railway
Passes Cranted, 1894-05—Adjourmunent.,

Tug SPEAKER took ihe chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.
PraveRs.

PET1ITION OF SETTLERS IN BLACKWOOD
DISTRICT re RAILWAY ROUTE.

Mr. HARPER, on behalf of Sir J. G, Lee-
STiekk, presented a petition, signed Ly My,
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G. M. Williams and other settlers in the
Blackwood district, praying that the route of
the Blackwood railway should be wid Brook-
hampton and Thompson's Brook.

Petition read and ordered to be printed.

UBE OF DREDGE ON THBE CANNING
RIVER.

Mr. RANDELL (for Mr. James) in accord-
unce with notice. asked the Director of
Public Works (1) the time during which the
dredge “ Black Swen ” had been employed on
the Cunnping River; (2) the work done, its
cosat, and the object for which it had been—
and was being done; (3) the amount of work
to be done, and the timo expected to be taken
in doing it.

THY, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon.H. W. Venn) replied as fellows:—(1)
Since August, 1892, to date; or, say, three
years exactly. (2) Work done—7,250
lincal feet, or albout one and two-fifths miles
of chanuvel dredged to a minimum depth of
about 4ft. at low water, with the exception of
gome silted up puatches, which will reguire
further deepening. Thischannel has been piled,
staked, and wattled throughout the greater
part of i1ts length, and wherever deemed
necessary, Minor aceessory works have been
executed in the way of general improvewents.
The lubor has becn practically all conviet.
(3}, Cost to date, £3,113.

r¢ GROUND VERMIN AND
BIRD PESTS.

Me. PIESSE, in accordance with notice,
agked the Attorney-General whether it was
the intention of the Government, during thie
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session of Parliament, to introduce s measure

dealing with the destruction of ground
vermin and bird pests.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) replied that the Government had no
intention of introducing a measure of the
character referred to in the question of the
hon. member.

RAILWAY AND REFRESHMENT ROOMS
LICENSING BILL,

REFONIT.

Upon the reading of the amendments made
in conunittee,

Twe ATTORNEY-GENEERAL (Hon 8
Burt) woved that the amendment made in
Cluuse 1 bu not agreed to. He said thin



