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mittee of Supply, to consider the Estimates of
revenue and expenditure for the financial year
1896-96,

THiE PREMIER (Rion. Sir 3. Forrest) said
that, as hon. =embers appeared to desire an
adjournment at that hour, he moved that pro-
gress be reported and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

again.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tnr PREMIR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved
that the Rouse at its rising do %djourn until
Thursday, 15th August.

Question put and passed,
The Rouse adjourned at 10.4 o'clock p.

&Tziis T a tiher Issemib ;_,
Thufrsds~r, 15th Angsst, IS.13

Rept uponi storaye of giloiaw-iwavad
Theatre Riefreshmencit RAonis Licenising lli; in
CoQnittee-DUties eL E-staes of Deceased
Per-sonis Bill; in copinittee--Gotdflelds 8i11;
in conpanttee-Adjevrnrnrnt.

Twon SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

REPORTr UPON STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES.

Mg. LEAKE, in accordance with n~otice,
asked the Premier whether any report had
been received from the expert recently
appointed to inquire into the importation, use,
and storage of explosives, and if it was pro-
p.sed to present the report to Parliament.

Tan~ PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the report was in the hands of
the tioverument Printer, and would shortly be
placed on the table of the House.

IRAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESHMENT
ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

IN~ cosnrirtrC.

Consideration of Bill in Committee resumed.
'Schedules.
Agreed to.
Preambtle and title
A4greed to.
B3idi reported, -with amendmiunts.

DUTIES ON ESTATES OF OBOE ABED
PERSONS BILL.

IN Co~nflITEE.

Clauses 1, 2, ridS3:
Agreed to.
Clause 4-" !St4Wteets to be filed":
Mxe. itANDELL moved, us an ameudment,

that the word " two," in the first line of Sub-
clause 1, and consequentially in the remainder
oif the clauso, he atnlck out, and the word
" three" be inserted in lien thereof, in each
instance. He said the two months allowed in
the clause for tire 'winding up of estates would
be too short, according to his experience; and
although the Master had power to extend the
time, it would be better to allow three mouths
in the first in stance, as proposed in his amiend-
went.

THE; A'TTORNEY -GENERAL (Liou. S.
Burt) accepted the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Ma. R. F. SHOLL moved, as a further

amendment, that the words "one thousand"
he inserted after the word " exceed," in the
fourth line of the last paragraph, so as to
read, "does not exceed one thousand five
hundred pounds," etc. He said the minimulm
exemption of £500 would be too small a sum
to he felt as a relief, in the case of an estate
of £1,000 or £1,500 left to a widow with a
family to educate and maintain. It was not
desirable to levy duty for revenue purposes in
such cases, whether the amount of the estate
was large or smeall, and especially when it
would be barely sufficient for bringing up aL
family. The object of the Bill was not to tar
estates left in such circumstances, but was to
get at large estates wherein the amount of
the tax would not be felt Iy increasing the
minimum exemption to £,0,no hardship
would be create], while the object of the Bill
as a revenue measure would be attained.

THE laRsaERr (Ron. Sir.3. Forrest) said the
duty was a half per cent only.

it. ., lit SHOLL said the clause would
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operate harshly in many eases where the estate
was smiall. His amendment would be fair;
particularly as, later on, there might be an
amendment proposed for exempting insurance
policies.

Mas. IL FINGWORT H supported the amend-
wuent, and said that, having had some ex-
perience in the matter, he knew of an estate in
another colony, valued at about £1200, left to
a family, and the cost of winding it up
amnounted to X89. If, under this Bill, an
estate worth £2550 were left to a family, the
amount being just above the exemption in the
clause, the costs of winding up might be £450
or £00, and in such case the tax would be
serious for a family. In a large estate the
costs of winding up did not increase in any-
thing like the same proportion to the value,
as ini the case of it small estate. Where the
value of an estate barely exceeded the amnount
of exemption in the clause, considerable hard-
ship mightt result to the parties interested.

TJnE PREMIER (Hon. Sit 3. Forrest) sug-
gested that instead of raising- the exemption
to £1.500, a fair compromise would Ie to raise
theo exemption to £1,000. Where the total
value of an estate, after deducting all debts,
was over £1,000 and did not exceed £1,500,
the duty would be only a half per cent. on the
excess over the £1,000, and therefore a smallI
amount, if the minimum were to be fixed at
£1,000, us he now suggested- If the mover
would accept that suggestion, in lieu of his
amendment, the exemption would be reason-
able.

MR, U1. F. SHOLL said half a loaf was
better than no bread, and if the Government.-
would not consent to raise the exemption to
£1,500, lie must be content to have it put at
£21,000.

AR. LEA Kk said the object of the hon.
member for Nanuie was to reduce as much
as possible the cost of administering small
estates, and if it would be necessary, as he
thought it would, to file accounts in small
estalies, then the cost of doing so would be
much more in proportion than the cost of
filing accounts in large estates. Hle agreed
with the amnendment, and said a. legacy of
£1,500, if invested at 7 per cent., would not he
much for a widow to byve on; therefore such
an amount might reasonably be exempted
fr3m duty, especially as this Bill was not
required for raising an immediate revenue.

Ma. SOLOMON supported the amendment,
and said at duty on an estate under £21,500 in

valuie would he a great hardship in mnany
Cases.

11la. WOOD arced with the Premie's su3g-
gestion that £1,000 would be a fair limit of
exemption. Estates of £1,000 in value were
fairly large properties, in this colony.

MR, IfLLINGW0RTH said that, supposing
an estate was all in land, rnnnt, in money,
the owners to whomn it was left might have to
mortgage it in order to raise money for paying
thme duty and the attendant expenses. As to
the latter, if the Master thought a certain
estate was wortb over £1,000, although it
mnight realise only £600 or £2600, he could
demand that a schedule, and aill the documents
should be filed, thereby incurring costs to a
serious amount. Being thus put to expense,
the owners mnight have to mortgage the pro.
perty as a means of raising money for paying
thecosts thrown upon them by this Bill. It
was not desirable, for revenue purposes, or as
a miiatter of State pol icy, to put the in herito rs
of smnall estates to such expense.

MR. LEiFROY said he hoped the Government
would be generous, andi allow the hon. member
for Gascoyne's aindment to pass, because he
did not think the principle of the Bill was the
taring of small estates. It should also be
remembered that the cost of living in this
colony was somewhat higher tK~n in the
country where the original measure from
which the B ill wasm drafted had been framed,
and as this would be a new departure here, lie
d id ne t think the B ill shoulId be made to crveate
a hardship.-

THEax E51iiR (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) said
the expenses referred to by the hon. member

!or annine would lie the same, whether the
minimum were aixed at £1,000 or £1,500. ft
was nob, likely that the Master would testify
that the statemient of anu estate was correct
unless satisfed that it was so;i and, ina order
to satisfy himself, the Master would hava to
incur those expenses. A sium of £1,000 might
be regarded as a very small smonnt by some
people, but it was a little fortune to others.
The costs would not be aff eted by the duty,
except to thle extent of one half per cent. lie
did not wish to press the suggestion he hadl
made.

Maf. LOTON said he quite agreed that the
Master would have to incur expenses in prov-
ing the accuracy of the statement of an
estate; but that seemed to him to he the
best argument ini favor of increasing the
amount before any duty upon it was levied.

Probate Duties Bill. Probate Duties Pill.
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The costs would have to be paid whether the
estate- were worth £1,000 or £1,500. He
thought that the question as to whether
£91,000 or £1,600 were to be considered large
sums depended upon the circumstances, for
they would be valued less by a person who
was in comfortable circumstances than they
would by a willow, for instance, in poor cir-
cumestances. He was of the u'piuion that
£21,500 was a resonaeA sum to fix as the
minimum.

MR. ILLINGYWOTH drew attention to the
wording of the cl ause, which was as foliows:
" So far as the Master shall require, this see-
"tion shall not apply to any persons to whom

dare granted probate or letters of administra-
" tion of any estate, the total value of which,
"after deducting therefrom all debts, does
",not exceed .2500'~ He therefore asked how
the costs could apply in an estate of £1,500.
There was more in the amendment than the
Premier thought, and he aked the Govern-
ment to accept it.

MR. HAS SELL said the Premier had made
out a good case for the amendment, and he
would therefore vote for it.

Ma. LEAKS said the Premtier seemed to be
under the impression, that the only saving on
an estate would be the percentage fixed by
the schedule, hub that was nt correct. The
initial costs of administration were those
objected to. The cost of obtaining adminis-
tration of an estate now was about £5 or £6;
and, under the present law, administration
accounts were very seldom filid. It was the
filing of those accounts that cost the muoney,
and the Bill enforced their being filed fromt
the very start.

Na. MOSS said the value of an estate had
nothing todo with the right of the Master to
call for the accounts to prove the accuracy of
the statement of that estate.

MR. LOTON pointed out that if the sugges-
tion of the hon. member for Naunine would
not save the incurring of heavy costs, it would
lessen the amount of duty payab'e, ad so
assist in the payment of the costs.

'MR. R. F. SHOLL said he hoped the Gov-
ement would agree to the amendmeat ;
failing which, he was prepared to accept the
suggested compromise.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as anmended, agreed to.
Olanses 5 to 9, inclusive:
Agreed to.
Clause 10-"1 Duties imposed":-

Agreed to, with consequential amiendments,
made necessary by the amendment to
Clause 4.

Clause 11-" If duties unpaid, 'Master may
apply to Court for a sale "

A greed to, with consequential amendment.
Clauses 12 to 17, inclusive
Agreed to.
Clause 18-"1 Fees to beL paid in certain

cases"
Agreed to, with consequential amendment.
(,lauses 19 to 21, inclusive:
Agreed to.
Clause 22-"1 Duty payable on property

transferred in evasion of the Act ":
Ma. IFJLINGWORTH aked how the clause

would operate, and what limit of-timne was to
be allowed in which a property could be trns-
ferred either by gift or by other means, by a
testator bcfore his dea-th.

Tn ALTORNEY-GENERAL (Hlon. S.
Burt) said the Master would have to prove that
the property wae transferred for the purpos4t of
evading the Act, before he could order the
particular property to form part of the estate
demised.

Mn. RANDETJL aked also whether there
wan time limit.

Tat ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said Clause 2 of the affidavit contained
in2 Schedule I., for the verification of thu state-
ment of the estate, read as follows :-11Thtt,
"1to the best of my knowledge, informnation
"and belief, the said deceased did not, within
"the space of two years 1receding the date of
"his death, convey, or otherwise dispose of,
"for other than adequate valuable considera-
tion, any real or personal property of which

"was seized or possessed."
Ma. RANDF.LL said Clause 6, which the

schedule covered, made no time limit what-
ever.

MR. ILLENGWORTH said that was the
point he was arguing. If the Attorney-
General would show that the schedule
covered the clause, he would have no objec-
tion.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hlon. S,
Burt) said the section under debate had
worked very well in Victoria for some tinme
past, and all the cases cited under that Act
did not show that any difficulty had arisen.
No objection was offered to a gift being made,
but it should be the law of the land that no
person should be allowed to make away with
his property for the purpose of evasion of the
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duty. Hon. mnembers could rest assured
that the Msaster would not exercise the power
given him unless satisfied that "a gift, or an
assignment of property, for instacha o
been made in order to evade the law.

Ma. VLLI&GWORTH said, supposing a
father wave away some property to-day. and
was killed to-morrow, would the Master say
that he gave it away in order to evade the
ActP

THE ATTORNEY - GEN1';IAL (Hon. S.
Burt): Not at all. The Master mast prove
that a breach of the law was intended.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 23:
Agreed to.
Schednles I. to 3, inclusive:
Agreed to.
Preamble and title-,
Agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendmenlts.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.
IN cosrrn'ss.E

Clause 1- Short title ":-
THEui ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) moved that the blank in the clause he
ffloed in withi the words, " the first day of
October, 1895.'

Put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 2 to 10, inclusive:
Agreed to.
Clause 11-"1 Record to be kept":
Mic. ILLINGWOETH aked thu Govern-

ment to accept the amendment of which he
had given notice, namely, to add at the end of
the clause the words: " Duplicate copies of
such records sbll also be kept in the head
office of every Warden in charge of a, pro-
claimed goldfield." Lie said it was uct
sufficient that E6 record should be kept only in
Perth. It would be a great convenience to
have a copy of records kept on each goldfield,
and hence his amendment.

Tas ATTOR&EY-GEN ERAL (E1on. S. Burt)
said he did Dot object to whet the hon. mem-
ber for Nannine was seeking to obtain, but he
did uot think the nnieudnwn.t would effect it,
The beginning of the clause said a complete
record should be kept of all leases, claimas,
transfers, liens, etc., and it also provided for
a record being kept at the office of the Min-
ister for Mines. It was necessary that the
Registrar's office should be at once furnished
with all information, in order that be might

keep his books nright. lb was desirable to
have a central office, where a person purchas-
ing a property could easily turn up the record
and see the title of the transferror, in order to
know in whose name the lease stood. It was
neither desirable nor wise to have two places
as Registrar's offices. It would make the
clause better o strike out the word "lease"
in the third line, and after that was struck
out they could have something to meet the
wishes of the hon. member for Nannine.

Ma. ILLINOWORTH, by leave, withdrew
his amendment,

Mu. MARMION said he hoped the Attor-
ney-General would not press is suggested
amendment, because it required a good deal
of consideration. H-e was sure the suggested
amneunent would not in eat the case.

Tau ATITORNEY-GiENERAL (HRn. -Burt)
moved, as an amendment, that the word
"lease," in the third line, be struck oat, with

the object of providing a Registry office for
leases in Perth.
I MR. MARMVION said the amendment would
be a mistake, because it was absolutely neces-
sary that a record of eli leases should he kept
at every Registrar's office, at every Warden's
office, and at the office of the Minister for
Mines. The greater part of the business done
Wd5s done on the goldields, and not in Perth.
The Registrar should have aL complete record
of all transactions within his district. It was
also as necessary that the Warden should

Ihave a complete r ecord as affecting the field
over which he was Warden. I t was also abso-
iitely necessary for the Minister to have aL
complete record of everything that was done
on every field. The question required a good
deal of consideration.

THiE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) asked
what the Warden wanted a complete record
for?

MR. MA.RAUION said because nearly every-
body went to the Warden's office for informa-
tion, and if it were not there they might
perhaps have to go ninety miles away to the
Registrar's office.

THu PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that was where they ought to go in the first
inst.Tice.

Ifm. MA.RMfON said if the amendment of
the Attorney-General were carried, applicants
would have to come to Perth for information.

[maE ATTORNEY- GENERLA I: Only in the ease
of leases.] Yes; but nine-tenths of the whole
of the business had reference to leases, and he
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risked the opinion that it would bie ax mistake
to carry this amendment.

Ma. MORAN said an iwpor~uant quest 'ion
like that deserved further consideration, and
by the dato that had been inserted there was
evidently no im~mediate hurry. He therefore
moved that progress be reported and leave
asked to sit again.

Ma. ILLTNGWORI'H suggested itwol
be better to thresh the matter out then.

Mu. MORANJ said it was desirable there
should be a principal office Lo which any one
might go, or send, to obtain information - and
he thought the capital of the colony wast the
place for th at office.

Mr. LEAKE pointed out that if progress
were reported they would be precluded from
disenssiugp that clause, and it was dos irable
that the clause shoul~d be fully discussed. The
bon. muember could afterwards have the Bill
recommLnitted, for dealing with difficult clauses.
[Mn. Mans" There are only about three.]
He was cerftn the wiore the difficult clauses
were threshed out, the better the Bill would
bie. The amendmient of the Attorney.Geuieral
would he of great assistance, and the conten-
tion of the hen. member for Fremantl!e could be

mie, by transmitting to the Wartden's office a
copy of atdl leases that had been granted. The
Warden already had aL record of all applica-
tiohns; be knew runt, was heing applied for,
tihough hie could not easily ascertcain what
lenses had been granted, unless a. copy of the
record were sent himi. All lenses were
granted by the Minister, and his office was
consequently the place where the official
record should he kept. It was impossible to
have two places of record. There was such a
thing as an injunction, and if there were two
places of record, where could the inj unction be
lodgedi It was absolutely necesiary to deter-
mine where the record office should be estab-
lished. Very few claims were regist red. The
men were generally satisfied with mnerely
pegging them omit.

Mui. M ARMION pointed out that a large
number of transactins took place before ever
ai lease was issued-sometes. months before
tle lease wasissued. He thought the number
of such transactions would be three-fourthsi of
the whole. He said, maost distinctly, it was
absolutely necessary for the Registrar of a
district to have a complete record, and for the
Warden to have one also.

TarE PREMIER (Hon. Sir. 3. Forrest) asked
whore the Warden's office was?

ita. NIARMION replied that the officer was
on the field.

Tar PREM[ER (Hon. Sir.!. Forrest) said the
Warden's office was the office of the Registrar
for the district.

MaE. MA.M [ON said, if that were so, it was
an alteration that had been maade, lately. It
was necessary to have a complete record on the
field of Ll) transactions before a lease was
issued. To make it necessary for everybody
to have to appeal to Perth, would tend to con-
fuse business on the goldfields.

'Paz PREM1IEIR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
it seemed to him they must have one office
where records of leases amid transfers should
be kept; and us the Minister had to approve
in these cases , it was right and proper that his
should be the office. 'There was no reason
why a copy of all transactions should not be
sent to the offices of the various3 Registrars of
districts, but the principal record should he in
the Minister's office-the office where the
transactions had been approved The War-
den's office on ML goldfield wats the office of the
Registrar of that district. On some of the
goldflelds, such as Coolgardia and the Mar-
chision, they hadl for convenience several
districts under one officer. 'Those diptricts
were each independent goldfields, but it was
convenient to have them grouped together
under one Warden, In every other particular
the fields were separate and distinct, arid the
Warden visited them regularly at stated times.
The business in connection with those districts
was not sufficient to warrant the appoint-
nient of a separatce Warden. When be referred
to the Warden's office, he did not refer to the
place where the Warden reside] and acted as
resident magistrate. fie meant at such
places uEs Yalgoo, Nannine, Mount Magnet, or
any of those places where there was more
th.n one district presided over by the same
officei- What they were seeking to pro-
vide for was simple enough. 'They wished
to do in this as in the Lands Department, for
iustance. There the Commissioner alone could
approve of any transaction, and the record
was kept in his office. Just so t-hey were seek-
ing- to do in that matter ; but there was no
reason why a copy of all transactions should
not be sent to all the places interested is the
co'ony. When the Minister approved of any
transaction, he could simply cause a copy to
be sent to the district in which the property
concerned was situated.

Ms. MARMION pointed out that if the
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word " lease" was struck out, the Registrar
would not be able to keep a complete record of
all matters dealt with.

THE PREATIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) said
the record should he kept in Perth.

THE ATTORNEY - GTENERAL, (Ron. S.
Burt) said the registration would be wade in
Perth, but as many copies could be made anl
forwarded to the various offices as were
needed.

MRt. MAUTVTON asked which was to be
relied uponP

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said Perth, of course. They could nob
rely upon two places. It would never do to
invest more than one place with autherity. It
was easy to picture eases that might occur if
they had more than one official record. All1
records would have to be made in Perth.
There alone could it be ascertained who were
the legal owners of any lease, and there, too,
would be the record of all transactions in
connection with it. A copy of all transactions8
could be forwarded to every Registrar
interested, in order that he might keep his
books posted.-

Ma. R. IF. BROLL thought it was both
necessary and desirable that the head office
for the registration of leases should be in
Perth. The present system was most incon-
venient. He knew of an instance where a sum
of £4,000 or £e50,000 was held in ai bank
pending the completion of a lease, and before
this was accomplished nearly four months had
elapsed. If the registration could have been
completed in Perth, the matter would have
been concluded without such a vexatious
delay. So far as the Warden was concerned,
there should be some provision whereby he
could be notified of any transfers in any lease
or Any transactions connected with it. Tlhe
difficulty that arose in the whole watter was
to let people be acquainted with proposed
changes, so that those who were on the fields
woult; not proceed to dleal with leases which
might have already been transferred in Perth.
I6 would be necessary to have some such pro-
vision as this to prevent inconvenience.

Ma. LEAKE suggested that (lifficuldties of
this nature might be dealt with by some pro-
vision being made in the Regulations for the
lodging of caveats. It should also he borne
in mind that transfers of actual lenses very
seldom took place after the lease was granted,
It was in the earlier stages of application for

a lease that the trouble arose, for after the
mine was at work transfers usually ceased.
The mnatter was certainly one which couild be
dealt with more s~atisfactorily uinder the
Regulations.

Ma. MtAAtIION desired to point out that
many of the most important transactions in
regard to tbese milning leases took place prior
to the actual granting of the lease, and it was
most essential that records of these shonld be
at the office of the Warden for the district
wherein the lese-a or land applied for was
situated. There was no reason why the regis-
tration. should not be made at Perth, but all
the information as to the lease, both before
and after it was granted, should be available
on the field.

Ma., ILLINGWORTH wished to remark
that a lease was a lease, and was not a lease
until it was properly issued. What the hen.
member for Fremantle was referring to, were
transactions which occurred prior to the rant-
ing of the lease, but these matters did not
aPly after a property had reached the dig-
nity ef being an absolute lease. 'When a lease
was granted, a copy would be kept at the office
of the Mining Registrar for the district, and it
was here that the records of all transactions
in connection with the application for the
lease would be found. This was the proper
place for these, and Perth was undoubtedly
the proper place for main registratien for
leases, while there would be no difficulty in
the various fields being fully acquainted with
any changes in these. At present the systemn
was most unworkable, and, if hen, members
did not want to perpetuate it, they should
accept the amendment of the Attorney-
General. That amendment meant that if a
man desired to get all the information he
wanted at Coolgardie, he could get it there;
if he was in Perth, he could got it in Perth,
and that was what the hon, member for Fre-
mantle desired to see provided.

Ma. LEAKE was still of opinion that the
matter could be far better dealt with in the
regulations, where the danger of providing
two places of registration could be more effec-
tually avoided.

MR. MAJRhIION hoped the Committee
would not lose sight of the fact that the Jill
had been originally drafted by practical gen-
tlemen, and if the word "lease" appeared in
the draft, then it was there for some good
reason. It might not be wise to s!riko out
the word,
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THE AITORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said it had been the intention of the
Government all the time to mrove to strike the
word -'lease" out of the clause. No reason
hadl been advanced to show that this would be
wrong. The proper place for the record of
leases, to be kept would be at Perth, and
copies could lie kept elsewhere. Probably it
would be better for him to withdraw his
amendment, and let the clause Pass an, printed,
so that the Bill could be re-commritteed to con-
sider an amendment which ho would draft,
and of which he would give notice.

Ma. MARRtLON desired to press upon the
Committee the fact that between the time a
leses was actually granted and the time the
application for it wats made, important changes
took place, and there should he somne place
where Ithe record of these alterations would be
found without the people who desired intforma-
tion having to come to Perth.

THE AT l'ORNEY-GENERAIL (Bon. S. Burt)
again reminded the Committee that a lease
was not a lease until it was granted and
registered a such. So far as anything prior
to the granting of the lease was concerned,
information of that sort would have to be
gained by searching for it on the field, bunt it
would hardly be recorded in the same manner
as a lease would be.

Ma. MORAN considered that the hon. men,-
ber for Fremantle was quite right. Great
alterations took place as to thc ownership of
a lease before the lease wait granted, for the
simple reason that so long as the formalities
were propprly observed, an application for a
lease would be treated by business nie and
speculators as; the lease itself, until the lease,
was granted. If the records, as to dealings
prior to the lease being granted were not pro-
perly kept and available, leases, might be sold
to bona fide purchasers, who would subse-
quently find there were iaeumabrances on the
propert-

MR. MTARMION pointed out that the words
in the clause clearly meant that all trans-
actions in connection with leases, claims, or
any land connected with the goldfields should
be recorded anidregistered. A man should be
able to get all the information he required
without coming down to rerth.

MR. ILLINOwoRTH: That is what the
Attorney-General proposes.

MR. MARMION : I do not take itA that way,
at any rate.

bla.CLAMKSON thought thehon. members

for Fremantle and Yilgarn were making a very
great fuss about nCthing. Perth was the

Iproier place for registration, and ha agreed
with the argUmlet of the hon. member for

INannine that a lease was a lease.
THE ATT~lORNEY - GENERAL (Eon. S.

Butt) : I th nk it would be better for me
to withdraw my amendment, with the ob-
ject of carrying out the suggestion I made
just now.

Amnendinent, by leave, was withdrawn, and
the clause, as printed, agreed to.

Clause 12.-" Miners' Rights:
Ma. ILIJINGWOWPIH moved to strike out

the word " alien," line 4, and to strike out all
the words af ter the word " transferable," in
line 10. In doing so, the hon. member re-
mnarked that doubtless he would arouse the
wrath of the hon. member for Gascoyne in pro-

poasing to deal with a class of peeple who were
Gaturalised British subjects. In India, a
native, although as British subject, did not
have the same rights as an Englishman, and
although he passed certain eamrinations, he
was for ever unable to take certain positions,
which could only he held by Englishmen.
India was a conquered country, and the In-
dian people a conquered race. In time country
they belonged to they had not the same privi-
leges asEnglish people who were in India, and
it was in consequence of this that so much
of the trouble arose. TIheme was no doubt the
real object of the clause was to prevent Asia-
tics and Africans mining, and if this waa to be
done the word " alien" would have to be struck
out.

Ma. CLApxsoN Why shouldn't these
people have the right to mine as well ats any-

onR.dseLLINGWORTH thoughtthere might

be soumeiadom in whatthe "seventiMinister "
had said, if this class of people were to be per-
mitted] to mine. 'The feeling of the country on

Ithepoint wasunmistakalble,and thamednment
would meet the real intenition of those who
framed the clause. If the word "alien"
wvas retained, the clause would be useless and
ineffective.

TsE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
TAND (Eon. A. R. Richardson): Supposing

awieman is born in Africa, are you going

to treat him as ablack alan?
Ma. ILLINGWO~RH: When I was a boy

my father used to teach me that because a
uman wmts born in a stable there was no reason
why hie should be regarded as a horse.
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Tuwa G'HAItMAN, in stating the question,
said hie desired to draw the attention of bon.
members to the fact that other hon. members
wore being referred to ats the " sixth Minister "
or the "1seventh Minister." Such expres-
sione were not Parliamentary.

Mn. JAMES earnestly hoped that this ques-
tion would be dealt with without any wretched
little quibbles being drawn into it. When the
principle was affirmed, the details and actunal.
wording would .be very easy of settlement.
The object of die amendment was clearly to
carry oat the real intention of the clause, and
that intention would be nullified if the word
" alien" were to remain. The vote on this
question would really be taken to test the feel-
ing of the committee whether or not restrie-
tionb should be placed upon not only Asiatic

rind African aliens, but also those who hap-
petted to be British subjects. 'ihis was the
point to tie tested, and wretched quibbles
could be left out of the question until the
principle was affirmned. The amendmnent was
one which had his hearty support, and he
would preface his remarks by congratulating
the Government upon the wording of this see-
Lion, for it Showed that they were differing
front the hon. nicuiber for Uascoyne. The
more they left the opinions of that gentleman
behind on this subject, the more the Govern-
mcent would be in touch with the popular and
right feelig on the matter. So far as the
principle itself was concerned, the House, on
previonis occasions, had committed itself
beyond recall, and that was with the declara-
tion that Asiatics and Africans who were
aliens should not he permitted to carry on
mining operations. In doing this they had
acted very rightly, and now he wanted the
Committee to go a step farther, and, by agree-
ing to the amnicdment, establish the fact that
no Asiatic or African, whether alien or other-
wise, should be permitted to mine. They did
not love these people invre because they hap-
pened to be British Subject,], nor would they
detest them more if they were not. They oh-
jected to them altogether, because they were
undesirable people to have in this colony. No
one could say the dirty, wretched, detestable
Afghans they saw crowding about Perth were
any better than the Afghans who were ac-
tually in Afghanistan, but if they came from
there they would not have been permitted to
come into the colony it all. Instead of that
they camne from British territory, perhaps a
few miles out of Afghanistan, and that was

the sole difference. This class of people should
be excluded, whether they were al iens, or whe-
ther they happened to be Btritish subijects, in
Clthe way and to the extent, he had m3entroneti.

The Chairman left the chair at 0.30 p.m.
At 7.30 p.m., the Committee resumed].

*MR. JAMES said he did not wish to labor
Ithe question, because, holding suchb strong
views ats he did upon the Asiatic question, he
might be deemed guilty of insincerity. He
also disliked to do so because he wns so
thoroughly convinced of the denger of allow-
ing any part of Australia to become tainted

1by the unrestricted importation of undes4irable
people. It had occurred to him that to amend

Ithe BillI as proposed n ow would ba to interfere
j vith its passing, and because the Royal assent

1 to it would hare to be withheld for some
time. tie would like to hear what the Attorney,
General had to say on that point,

MR. ILL INGWORTHI said there was no
reference to Her Majesty in a catse like this. It
wais a eational question.

Tacr- AIlORNEY-Gli&ERA.L (Hlon. S.
Burt) said the ameudmeutwas one of some im-
portance. If it were carried the clrause would
provide that no miner's right should be
granted to any Asiatic of African, whether he
was&a British subject or not. The question
before the Commiittee was not whether
Asiatics or Africans should be allowed on the
golddields, because miners' rights were net
given to them, and the Bill proposed to leave

Ithe law in that. state. Therefore, the only
Asiatics3 or African aliens who could obtain
miners' rights, were those who -were British sub-
jects. The sect ioe provided as an amendment
of the law that if application were made by
one of those people on the ground that he was
aBrisishi subject, the question should be re-
ferred to the Minister, to whom proof
of his claim as a British subject mnust
be given. There had been very few cases in-
deed in which an Asiatic or an African
had obtained a miners right on the grond
that he was a British subject, and therefore
there was no great object to be gained by
amending the clause as proposed, while there
was much to be lost by doing so. He could
not support the principle underlying the
amendment Ho was not contending that
millet's rights should be given to Asiatics or
Africans, but if they could prove that they
were British subjects they were en-
titled to have them. 11e thought the reasons
given for the dislike evinced for these
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people, were quite distinct fromu those which
were given in the R-ouse for curtailing their
privileges and liberties. Now he had been
aked if the Dill were passed with the proposed
amenudment, whether it would have to be
reserved for Royal assent, In answer to that
lie would refer hion. members to the Royal
Instructions to His Excellency the Governor.
which were to be found in the Standing- Orders
of thle louse. In those Instruetions the Go-
vernor was directed by Her Majesty not to
assent, to Bills of an extraordinary nature, or
m~eaurGe in Which the porogative of Parlia-
mont, or the rights and property of sub-
jects, not resident in the colony, might be
prejndiced. With that before him, he would
not be doing his duty as Attorney-General if
he omitted to draw His lixcollency's attention
tn those Instructions given to him by Her
Majosty when the Dill was presented for assent.
I,' it were onncted that no Asiatic or African
whatever, was entitled to that which anyone
else was entitled to, an infringeinentof tbatpro-
vision would lie almaost Committed, and the Bill
mnight, therefore, have to lie reserved for Her
Mtajesty's assent. It was not worth while
jeopardising the passing of the Bill into law
fur perhaps 6 or 12 months, to achieve the un-
important objectsought to be gained by the
:uucndnient. The goldfields had hitherto been
worked with but very few instances of any
difficulty arising over the matter, and it 'was
useles to anticipate that a flood of applications
wvould lie received fromn those men of color for
non-exclusion, when thoy weme Britisb subjects.
Hie believed it would be found that there were
none of those people on timefields with mniners'
rights.

MRt. DMoRAN - But with business l icenses.
Tasc A'lTOBEY"-GENERAL (Ulon. S.

.Burt) said that was another mnatter.
Ma. Ltvr. Miners' rights moean hard work,

and they do not like that.
THE AVJ'OtNr-GliNERAF, (lion. S.

Burt) said that if difficulties did not exist it
weas not necessary to legislate for them, and if
the Bill was in danger of being reserved for
assent, hion, members should vote against the
amiendmient. It was really such a small
matter that it was not worth while raising it in
any shape on the clause which was bef ore the
Committee.

X&. MORAN said the objection raised by
the Hon. the Attorney-General that the
amuending the clause as proposed it would
interfere with the passing of the Bill

lute law, inasumuch as it would interfere with
the rights of the people in question, was not a

good one, biecauste the very fact that moiners'
rights and business licenses had been issued to
themh, sltrenOgthened thle Position taken ap b3y
those who were opposed to the clause.

TI- Pavrnira (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) flHow
ninny have been granted F

Ma, MORAN said that if a license wore
huwied to one man, others would expect to

have thein gratetd us well. Thec rmuft thiat the
amfenldment, if carried, would he a muence to
their rihts and privilege-s, sh--wed that the
clause was included in the Bill in order to
shift the responsibility of granting the licenses

IOn to one muan. As the clause stood it was a
mnenace to the rights of British subjects. He

Ithought thle reservation of the Bill for Royal
assent was a very remnote contingeincy. That
question was first raised by' the hon. member
for the Gaacoyne intheform of at threat, to the
effect that if the clanuse were amended as pro-
pohed, be would 'warn the Governor that it
was his duty to reserve his assent to the
mecasure. 'That was assumjing the functions
of a Minister, without a doubt; or, in other
words the heon. inember for Gascoynewho was
one of 33 membhers, considered it was his
duty to anvimse the Govearnor not to
iissent to a Bill that had bee . passed
by the House. Surely the Governor
knew his duty in the matter, and it was net
even ncessary for the Attorney-General to
point it ojut to him. It had lheen said somec
dificalty uxiglit arise in proving aman's claim

Ito l-e a British subject, but no mnan who pro-
1 dued thle ncessary do6cumenPts could be
doubted. Ile would support theamendument.

MaL. MARMEON said he would like to
know if a colored inan, born in America,

could be called an African or en Asiatic. A
1large number of gentlemen of various shades
of coloir were native-horn Americans, and had
a perfect right to a miaer's right. If the
amendment were carried, greater difficulties
than those which already existed would be0
ceated, without aay real benefit resulting.
It was far better to leav the law as it stood,
ats very few difficulties had ocurred in wurkr-
Ing it. and it was useles~s to imlagine that they
would misc. It was timie enough to legislate

when they did arise, nd it would ba wise if
the hon. memiber withdrew the amnendment.

Ma. CLARKSON said he hoped the amend-
nent would not be carried. People in other
parts of the world must think it strange that
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Britishers should exclude aliensj from their
domuinions, and prevent them from mak-
ing a living. It was ridiculous that b~ecause a
man was black, and was not born under the
the British flag. he should be debarred from
making a Living in this country.

AN Rote. Mnworn- That is the law now.
MiR. CIJIRKSON said it should be altered.

He did not like the Chinese or Mfghsns him-
self, but it was rather too much to prevent
them from making their living amo1ngst white
people.

Ma. WOOD said he supported the amend-
meat. Tho sooner Asiatics Af.-hans. and
Chinanen were got rid of, the better for the
country. Hle did not acknowledge any alien
as an Indian Britisher. They were not British
subjects in the sense that white- people were,
but were eorfs and slaves.

Ma. ILtANGWO~tTH said that before
the amendmenat was put to the vote, lie
desired to say that the other colonies were
adv ocatig the legislation proposed by it.

Tug Paasnnt (Hon Sir. J. Forrest): Which
one ?

Mr. IjLT&GWORTEC: All of them.
1 ns l'aswres (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Not a

single one. [ enquired lately, anid .1 found that
not Cee New Zealand advoeca it.

MR. ILLNG-WORi'l said that recent
events which had occurred ii S0ome of the
imuuing districts of Newa eaad were sufli-
cieat to warn hon. members to be very
careful. He dlid not think the Hon. the
Attorney-General was likely to call the atten-
tion of the Governor to the clause under debiate.
for by so doing he would beshoivingan amount
of feeliug in the matter that would
scarcely be worthy of the position lie held,
and he (Mr. lllingriorbh) 'did not think the
hon. member would do anything of the kind.
He hoped hon. mewbers would express their
opinion on the imatter by voting for theamend-
mntl.

THE PREMIER (lien. Sir J. Forrest) said
that some short time ago he enquired by tele-
graph of all the other colonies as to what re-
strictions were placed upon the introduction
of aliens, and he found that with. the excep-
tionL of the law relating to Chinese-which
was in force in this colony-there watq not-a
single! restriction placed upon Ikef advent of
atienis in the Australian colonies3. Now Zealand
had replied that it was proposed to introduce
some legislation with the object of excluding
undesirable people. The telegram dlid not

specify which race it was proposed to exclude.
He saw no necessity for excising the word
1alien" from the clause. Since the Govern-

ument had been in office, scarcely any Asiatic
or African. iictla had been natar LliSed(, an1d, to
his own knowledge, there was not a single
Asiatic or African, lbeing a B-ritish subject.
working as8 a iiner on the goldfields. He
believed there was an Afghan or two who
had business licensesad that Fais Mlaholanned
held one.

MRs. MORAN And he keeps over 100
Afghitns.

Tita PREMIER (H1,)a. Sir. J. Forrest) : Yes,
as camel drivers.

MR. MOReAN; No, they are not.
'rue Cu&aiAsX~ : Order!I
T H E PRE~MIE5R (1[on. Sir J1. Forrest) said

the- Afghans were very necessary in dealing
with camels, as they understood them. With.
regard to the question as to whether the Bill
mnighit be reserved for Royal assent, if the
aniendinent were carried, hie pointed out that
before any bill was presented for Royal assent
it had to be forwardod tom the Attorney-
General, who wats asked whether the Governor
could Legally and properly assent to it in Hfer
Majesty's nlame. The Attorney-General then
advised the Governor as to whether ho could
legall1y Lad -properlVy assen1t toit, and it Was his
duty to pojint out anything in the mea01sure thalt
in any way infringed the Royal Instructions.
Apart from that, the Governor had the power
to reserve any BiUl for Her Majesty's assent,
and all the Executive Government could do in
Such a citse would he to object; and he thought
henU. members could rest assured that if a Bill
infringing on the rights of British subjects
born in other parts of the world were passed.
the Governor would reserve assent. It was
not worth while running ny risks with the
Bill. rhose who opposed the clause had not
shown good retwons for altering it in the
direction proposed, and he hoped hon. memu-
bers would ulten the law which had been in
force since 1866 to stand.

Ms. LEAKE said he had no fear that the
colon1y wLs threatened with an overwhelming
influx of Chinese or other Asiatiu aliens, and
his views were nob in accord with those of
macinere on his side of the ffouse in regard to
the section of the Bill under consi-
deration. H~e was i nc Lined to su pport the viewi
of the lion, the Attorney-General that by
striking oat the word " alien," hon. members;
were liksly to imperil the passing of the men-
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sure. It was of f'vr more importance to pass
the Bill at once than to run the risk of having
the Afghan or any black man on the goidfields,
There had been no difficulty in the past, and,

so far as he could gather, he did not think any
Government would dare to grant minors,
rights to those persons against whom an ob-
jection was raised. There was ample provision
in the Bill to prevent the goldflelds f romn being
overrun by those people, and the Ministry
accepted all responsibility. Ile would not
vote for the amendment, because it might
imperil the passage of the Bill.

A mndnient put and negatived.
Mn. R. F. SUOLL moved to strike out the

remainder of the clause after the word
"transferable," ats follows:- Provided always
"that no miner's righit, consolidated ininer's

"1right, or business license, shall be issued to
"lany Asiaticor African claiming to bo a British
",subject without the authority of the Minister
" firsat had apd obtained.' He saidthatafter the
arguments they had used against the previous
amendment, the Government would, he was
sure, support that amendiment. Bioth the
Premier and the Attorney-General had said
that hon. members should not leg-islate in such
a way as to infringe the rights of British snb-.
jects. Was it to be expected that any British
subject should have to present his certificate
of birth to the Minister in order to obtain a
inoer's right? In order to do that, he would

have to travel to Per-th from the fields, and
surely the Warden could be vested with suffi-
cient discretionary power to decide whether
the applicant was a British subject or not.
The Minister, he was sure, would not grant the
unfortunate British subject's request, because
his. skin was black, and tben he Would have
to go to the Stipreme Court to cla~im his rights.
He was of opinion that the Bill advocated
class legislation. The proviso lie proposed to
strike out was a left-handed wvay of evading
the question, because the Government, know-
ing that those peo)ple were unpopular on the
filds, included the provision that the Warden
should refer applications for miners' right,
made by them, to. the Minister, who, of *.urso,
would not grant them. Certain agitators
nvere now stumping the country on the Anti-
Asiatic cry, and he knew that one of them.
had been imprisoned in Queensland for
seditiou.

MIL. WlOiANt: Whrj1 is that k'
U&. R. F. StiULL said tbe hon. member knew

the man to whunm he waus referring. With

*regard to the hon. member for Tilgarn, who
had been stumping the othLr colonies with a
notorious I rish patriot, it was well known that
he took the stand ho did because he knew it
was popular. He (Mr Shall) thought that if
the proviso were allowed to remain in the
Bill it would imperil its passage just ats
much as the previous amendmlent would have
done.

i. ILLINGWQRTH said that, seeing the
Government had insisted upon the retention
of the word " alien," lie would like to know
h6w they were to obtain' the "Christian"

iname and surname of Asiatic or African alien
applicants.

* Tiha PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) Said
he did not think the proviso was objectionable
in any way. Seeing that miners' rights were
only gran ted to British subjects, great care
should lie taken that tights were not issued to
every applicant on the mere assertion that lie
was a British subject. The Government con-
sidered that the duty of finding out whether
an applicant was a British subject or not
should be left to the Minister, who had more
opportunities of doing so than a Warden, who
was in a distant pmLrt of the colony, had. The
hon. member for the Gascoyne, no donbt~re mnew-
bered that a great deal of trouble arose sonic
years ago in reg-ard to the colored pearlurs. at
Sharks, Bay having so many licenses for boats.
The result of the agitation was that the Gov-
ernment bought out colored owners of boats
altogether.f andyiade regulations by which the
Governor-in-Council, by order, had power to
limit the issue of licenses; and since then no
licenses had been issued to any African or
Asiatic aliens.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL: this proviso deals with
British Subjects.

Tn PREMIER (Ben. Sir J, Forrest) : No,
it deals only with persons claiming to be
Biritish subjects. lHe did not think the bon.
member for thle Gascoyne would advocate the
granting of pearlW.g licenses, all along the
coast to Wyndham, to aliens or persons of
color. He hoped the amnendnment would be
withdrawn.

Ma. It. F. S ROLL said the argument of the
lHon. the Premier was in favor of not granting
miners'I rights to aliens, but he objected to
British subjects being prevented from obtain-
ing them.

31u. CLARKSON said he hoped the amend-
meet wvud not be withdrawn, because it was
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ridiculous to put a British subject to so much
trouble in getting a, miner's right,

Mat. LEFROY said be could not see any
objection to the proviso. He was anxious
that fair play shouldi be given to all British
subjects, and, in order to protect them it was
provided that they should apply to the
Minister for a miner's rig-ht. lie objected to
the use of opprobrious epithets in regard to
those alien races, for there were many among
thema who were as honorable and as upright
as any hon. member was, although they differed
in colour.

Ma. MASMION said he believed. the
idea of the hon. member for the Gascoyne in
moving the amendmsent was to obviate the
refusal of a miner's right to a British sub-
ject who happened to be a man of color, or
who appeared to be other than at British sub-
ject, and to give the Warden power to refuse
a right to an applicant if, after an examiina-
tion of his documents, lie found thea man had no
claim to be a British subject. if the Warden
had any doubt on the subject, he would refer
the question to the Minister, so as to relieve
himself of the responsibility of refusing an
applicant, who might be a British subject, a
winier's right. Hle did not think very much
harm would result if the proviso ware allowed
to remain, hut, on the contrary, they would,
in retaning it, prevent the very mischief
which the mover of the, amendment did not
want to take place.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL said he complained that
the proviso did not compel the Mlinister to
grant a miner's right to applicants proved to
be British subjects.

Ma. GEORGE said he desired to point out,
without going into the question of whether it
was desirable to bave Asties or Africans in
the colony or not, that it was not proper to
abuse themu, because there were amongst them
men who were as honorable as those whose
skin was white ; but he considered that if the
debate bad been based moare upon the ques-
Lion as to whether it was desirable that people
of a different color should be allowed to live
in the cotony, the subject could have been
entered into more deeply. Hle would prefer to
see thle Chinaman, the African, and the Afghan
excluded. With regard to the proviso, he was
.afraid that, if it were carried, there would be a
harge influx of aliens, and if they had to appeal
to the Minister for their miners' rights-, that
gentleman's time, which should be devoted
to his proper duties, would be too

much occupied. It had been men-
tioned to him that a certain gentle-
man, named Walsh, a resident of Cool-
gardie, had, at great expense to himself, sunk
a well, and by seine means a number of
Afghans obtained the piece of ground adjoin-
ing his claim. They sank a well thereon, and
took away all the water from Washs shaft.
That showed that the aliens could do someo-
thing, and it also showed that, if aL great influx
of them were allowed, they would simply
swamnp the white man.-

Amendnient put and negatived.
Clause put and passed, as pr-in ted..
clause i3:
Agreed to.
Clabuse 14-"' Privileges conferred by a

miner's right":

Ma. 0GEORGE asked the Attorney-General
to niake the meaning of the clause clearer.

THE A'lTORN EY.-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) sabid any person could take whatever
qtuntity of water he chose from anyflowiag
streamo, so long as he allowed the stream to
flow on afterwards.

Ma. GEORGEl~ said he understood. that
water was a very valuable commodity on I hie
goldfields, and be was anxious to have the
Meaning of the clause mnade perfectly plain.
A. person might possibly make at dam, ad
impound water for the purpose of selling it.

Mu. OLALRKSON said if the hen, member
knew anything about the gold fields, he wouild
know there were no flowing streams there.

ME. ThLINGWORTH moved, ats an amnd-
meat, that the words, " such area, upon being
af terwards declared a tewnsite, to become the
property in fee simple of the owner on pay-
mecnt of the upset price," be added to the
claupe. He said it was a far mere important
tbing than some hon. members thought. A.
man went to a goldfield and established a,
business. After a while there Camne a rush of
people, and soon a tow nship was declared, and
he had to eater into competition at auction for
what was practically both his land and his
business. He (M~r. Itlingworth) did not think
the Government wanted to make a profit ott
of aL man's business, when ostensibly they were
ouly selling the land. He contended that the
man who went to the field firstand es tablish ed
'ifiasel!, should have the right to his land at
tipset price. He hoped thie Government would
not object to his amndment, as it would not
materially affect the revenue, whilst it would
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do justice to the man who did the pioneer
work on goldfields.

Ma. A. FORREST said it would not be in the
interests of t he colony to pass the amendment.
He did not think it right that Lte Governmnt
should practically give awvay the best sites, in
the goldfield towns. It would mean that cr-
tain people would have Agents on every field,
in order to secure the best blocks of laned at
the upset price, and, if the township turned
out a failure, they w.ould clear out of it. He
hoped the Committee would not seriously con-
eider the Amendment, As it would simply ho an
incentive to people to go and put up small
places 'uith a view of scuring valuable allot-
ments at a cheap rate. Laud in Coolgardie
was worth as macl as the land in Perth. The
Wardens always dealt generously with the
first Arrivals on the field.

THs PRLEMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
there was no doubt that the object of the hon.
member for Natunine had been much talked of
on the fields, and in some cases there might
have been hardships inflicted. It semed to
him (the Premie) that it wast a matter which
might fairly be dealt with in the regulations,
rather than find a hard and fast place is the
Act.

ME. ILL4NOWORTH :Will you put it there
THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) said,

so far as lie was concerned, he would be glad
to try and frame something that would suit
all parties. He thought the Wardens generally
dealt very liberally with 'non who had estab-
lished businesses on the fields; and he believed
nine out ol every ten of the original holders
got their land at the upset price. He con-
sidered it Avery imbportant matter that a ina,
should get his place of business, and be secure
in his house and home. It had boon brought
under his notice, when on the Murchison gold-
fields, and he thought some provision should be
made by which such a mn could hold his
place under a business license. The question
was adifficult one, as the hon. member for
West Kimberley had pointed out ; and it
would not be satisfactory for all the best sites
of a declared township to be secured at the
upset price. Still, something should be
done to hinder a man from being summarily
dispossessed of his holding. He could see that,
for A elan to hold his place on a business
license merely, would not beatisfactory, as the
tenure would not be secure ; And yet to allow
him to have the place at the upset price would
encourage people to go and put up small

tenements in order to got the best silos in a
township. If the lion. miember for Nannies
would leave the matter to the Covernient,
they would do something under the Regula-
tions. T[hat would do justice to the people
holding the business; positions. He did not
like to put it in the Bill.

ME. MORAN said he was pleased that the
Premie did recognise that, hardships had

Ioccnrred under the old Regulations. If the
Amendment were passed, they would probably
still have instances where land would be
dummnied, but the legitiniate miner would have

Ia chance too, though the best land might be
monolised by wealthy land-grabbers. Still
justice would be done to these who were there

Ifirst. Ee~upportcd the amendmenmt. He ask-
ed what would have been the position of the
country had it not been for the prospectors.
Had it not been for themu and their intrepidity,
the land to-day would have been worth little
or nothing; it would not have been worth a
penny an acre. He knew that syndicates ha
run up prices beyond that which the original
holdbr of a block had been able to pay, and
he considered the Committee should not be
afraidto do justice, on account of the bogie held
up by the hon. member for West Kimbherley.
This colony had more unfair laws with regard
to the alienation of land on the goldields then
any of the other Atralia;.n colonies, 'rho
principle of the Amendment prevailed at
Ballarat in its early days; sAid wast also the
law in Queensland at the present time. H~e
regarded the old regime As aggravated land-
lordism, and he hoped the Committee would
express sympathy with the Amendment, and so
strengthen the hands of the Government in
endeavoring to provide something in the Re-
gulations to meet the ease.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) sug-
gested that the clause should be allowed to
posts As it stood, and he would draft something
to meet the case, though ho thought it should
be a clause by itself.

MR. ILLL&GWORTH, upon the assurane
which the Premhier had just given, asked leave
to withdraw his amendment.

MR, MARK[ IN said lie hoped the synm-
pathy of the Premier would not carry him too
far in tlhe direction suggested by the hon.
memiber for Nanaine. The question required
very careful consideration, or else the colony

would be deprived of considerable revenue.
MR . MoRAN: Give the first men a chance.
Ma MA.RMION said the first men were
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nearly always the same men. Those men
generally took the precaution to hold the best
sites in the township. Hoe knew that was so,
and in nearly every case the land had been ob-
tained at the upset price. It ought to be the
duty of the Committee to first conserve the
interests of the conmuity. 'He aked the
lHon. the Premier Ite be careful of those mon
who were always held up as poor, suffering in-
dividuats, for he knew that some of them had
made thousands of pounds out of the Govern-
moint, by obtaining laud at the upset price.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Ma. LEAKE pointed out to the Attorney-

General that the clause they were dealing
with had reference to residence only, whereas
Clause 18 dealt with business licenses.

Clause put and passed.
Clause is,
Agreed to.
Clause 16-" Incapacity to sue without

miner's rights":
MR. ILLINGWORTR moored, as an amuend-

ment, that in the first line the words " otber
than wages men" be added alter the word
"1persons.' lHe said it could not be intended
to hinder a mian from suing for wages, simply
because lie did not hold a miner's right
The Bill gave a, lien for wages upon the claim
or lease, and if -a workman could net take
action, what protection, had he? H e (Air.
lllingworth) asked if it were the intention of
the Government that a man should have no
claim for wages unless be had a miner's
right P

Tni Afl'ORNEY-GENERAL (Eion. S.
Burt) said there was nothing in that clanse'to
preclude a, man for recovering his wages,
Provisions would be made in the Regulations
whereby a property could be realised upon for
the paymuent of wages.

Mit. LEAKS said that, according to Clause
75, a wages ruan could not procure a lien for
wages except upon tho production of a miner's
right.

Ma. ILLINOWOUTH asked loran assurance
from the Attorney-General that if Clatse is;
were passed, it would not prevent the wages
man from suing for hisl wages, simply
because he did not hold a miner's right. lie
(Mr. llhingworth) feared that the clause would
absolutely nullify the workmiaa's lieu.

Tfia ATTORNE £-G! ESERACU (H4on, S. Burt)
said this clause would not affect the question
of wages. That question w,: aid couie up under
Clause 67-

Clause put and passed,
Clause 17-"Incorporated mining company

way obtain muiner's right :"
Ma. LEAK i aked the A ttorney General to

explain the! clause.
TiEr ATTORNiEY-GENERAL (I-on. S.

Burt) said it simply meant that if ab mining
company put on 12 wmen, they would haveY
to get consolidated rights for 12 men.

Clause agreed to.
Clause i-8-B3usincss license-.
Ain. LICAKE said this clause was a new

departure. Under the old law, licenses were
issued by the Governor, but provision was
here being- nacde for deputies to do that work.
He aked why the Warden shouhd not be the
Governor's deputy. (Tan A'r'onea'r-GeEtL
He will be one of themn.] Then, too the
clause did not specify the term for which a
business license shonld be held. It seemned
also that a person could take up too mnuch
laud. [TmE PuRze an: Only a quarter of an
acre.] But be (Mvr. 'Leake) understood
that, if it were not in a street, a, wan
might take uip en acre. It looked
as if they were going to give, a man a right to
take up a business license within the townsite
with much greater advantage than could be
done under the old law. He asked if thle At-
torney-General had considered the point; and
suggested that progressa should be reported at
this stage.

THE A PORNEY-GEflt{RAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the clause had been recommended
to the Government as an improvement upon
the old law. He could not then remember thbe
difference between the clause and the old law
on the subject.

A. ULLINGWORTRI moved, as an amend-
ment in the third line, that after the word
.,person" there be inserted the words -"not
being an Asiatic or Africa~n?'

MR, RL. F. SHOLL said he would oppose the
amendment unless the word "alien" were in-
serted.

Amendment put and passed.

THE PRtEMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved as an amendment that the word "*alien"
be inserted after the word " African."

Further amenodment, put and passed.
MsR. LEAKE pointed out that the clause

said, "on applicatio for a uieslcnse
"the same shall be granted,"' but said no

length of term was mentioned, nd if no term

were mentioned it might hie taken that
the man had absolute right toholdthe license.

L15 &uaUST, 18FOS.]Gol(Velds Bill.
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Under the old law, holders had to pay £4 a
year for a license, and it was, in force for ten
years.

'Pnz Puxisa (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :From
year to'year.

Tam ATTORNEY-GENERAL (lion. S.
Burt) said the language of the clause right
through assumeid that a term was mentioned.
He though the words should be the same as
in Clause 12, where it said, "It shall be in force
for one year from the date thereof."

Ma. LIEAKE said it was also evidently in-
tended that business licenses should refer to
lands outside townships. It~was surely never
intended that a man who held a business
license should squat down upon a piece
of land, that would ultimately become a
Valnalile Site in n thriving township, and get
for next to nothing what another man would
have to pity for "through the nose." He
thought the clause could not be satisfactorily
dealt withwithout considerable thought.

InE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hlon. S.
Burt) moved that progress be reported, and
leave asked to sit again.

Motiou put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

again.
ADJOURNMIENT.

The Uotwe adjourned at 9,20 o'clock ip.m.

Tuesdayj, 201h August, 1895.

Petition, of Aetileors in the Bleacwood District re
Ito ilT we Route-Utsc of Datdgc on the Ca...ning
Ricer-Leglisletio,, re Greund 7%,,nin and Pial
Pest s-Raiay and Theatre Refreshment Rooms
Licensing Bill; repo,'t-Afarried Wo,..c,e' Pro-.
,ntiyo Bitt; in conu...ittec-Deoiting Stone, &-.,
in Iticer ait Rocky Bay; Legislative Council's
.... ... ,it ..t; is n 'lfittee-Estinates, 1S9S-9fi
in co~nnitte-Lrown Suits Rill: first reading-
Sale of Goods Bill: first o-eading-Free Railwayo
Passes Granted, 1894-95-A djou ruinen.

Tan SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.
PRAvES.

PETITION OF SETTLERS IN BLACKWOOD
DISTRICT re RAILWAY ROUTE.

Ila. HARPER, on behalf of Sir J. G. LEE-
STLERE, presenited at petition, signed by Mr.

0. MW. Williams and other Settlers in the
B3lackwood district, praying that the route of
the Bilackiwood railway should be ridt Brook-
hampton and Thompson's Brook.

Petition read and ordered to be printed.

USE OF DREDGE ON THE CANNING
IVER.

Mr. RANDELL (for Mr. Jams) in accord-
ancs with notice, asked the Director of
Public Works (1) the time during which the
dredge " Black Swan " had been employed on
the Cunning River; (2) the work done, its
cost, and the object for which it had been-
and was being done; (3) the amount of work
to be done, and the time expected to be taken
in doing it.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Ron. I1. W. Venn) replied as follows:-(l)
Since August, 1892, to date; or, say, three
years exactly. (2) Work done.-7,250
lineal feet, or about one and two-fifths miles
of channel dredged to a minimum depth of
about 4ft. at low water, wvith the exception of
somo silted up patches, which will require
further deepening. This channel has been piled,
staked, and wattled throughout the greater
part of its length, and wherever deemed
necessary. Minoiracctessory works Imavolbeen
executed in the way of general improvements.
The labor has been practically all convict.
(3), Cost to date, £3,118.

LEGISLATION -'e GROUND VERMIN AND
BIRD PESTS.

Ma. PIESSE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Attorney-General whether it was
the intention of the Government, during this
session of Parliament, to introduce a measure
dealing with the destruction of ground
vermin aned bird pests.

Tan ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) replied that the Governament had no
intention of introducing a measure of the
character referred to in the question of the
hon. member.

RAILWAY AN~D REFRESHMENT
LICENSING BILL.

ROOMS

REPORT.

Upon tme reading of the anmentdmeats made
in committee,

Tee ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S
Hurt) mnoved that the amendment made in
Clause I be not agreed to. lie said thin


